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From

the Editor’s

Desk...

Have you ever asked yourself a question: What does it take to
be a growing Church? What if you are part of a local church that doesn’t
seem to be growing, but you can see other churches in your local area
that are growing? The obvious question to ask is: ‘Why are they a growing
Church, but my Church isn’t?’ Many pastors, theologians, and experts
have written their lists of the things they think are important for church
growth. They are all quite similar. I would like to tell you about one such
list.

There are four most important, commonly observed, growth
factors from churches around the world:

Strong Leadership
Lively Prayer Life/Worship

Social Involvement
Commitment to Christian Education.

How do you think our Church measures up to these four factors?
What do we do which is good and healthy and contributes to the growth
of our Church? What is missing from the life of our Church, that hinders
our growth? Do not fall into the trap of blaming individuals. Church growth
is a reflection of a Church’s whole ethos and culture. We all share a
corporate responsibility for the way in which we each contribute to church
growth. Failure to grow is normally a concern of us all in our life together.
 
Strong Leadership – Leadership is shared by many people in our
Church. We have our Hierarchs, and we have clergy, elders, and many
of us hold positions of influence in the life of the church through the way
we coordinate and organize areas of responsibility. Do we each
undertake our areas of leadership in a positive and encouraging way?
Do we in our turn encourage and enable those who lead to get the job
done? Do we equip them for their task? Do we respect and support
those who lead? If you are a leader in your parish community, are you
training or mentoring, assistants who can take over after you? Who are
you planning to follow you in your church post if you retire at next
general parish meeting? Strong leaders are built up, not brought in. Is
our church culture building our leaders for today and tomorrow?
 
Lively Prayer Life/Worship – Worship is at the heart of all we do
together, we must ensure worship is the best that we can spiritually
make it. Worship is lively (full of life) if people share and participate; if
our worship is open to receive God and each other; and if parishioners
have a deep expectancy of meeting with the

What does it take
to be a growing

Church?

(Conclusion on p. 8)
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To the Reverend Clergy of our parishes:
Dearly beloved brothers in the Lord,

With this letter, we, the hierarchs of the Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas,
wish to share with you some disturbing observations concerning the destruction of many lives in our nation, as explicit
sexual content becomes increasingly available through a variety of technologies.

We are writing at this time because we know that you care deeply about the well-being of your children, and it is
precisely your children who may pay the highest price and become victims of the uncontrolled availability of all that is
now technologically available on the Internet. This could spell disaster for your children and grandchildren, inflicting upon
their lives and their families grave consequences resulting in immeasurable moral, social and spiritual danger.

Current advanced technology facilitates the distribution of digital video content via wireless handheld devices such
as video cell phones, iPods and PDA’s.

Through highly advanced versions of these wireless handheld devices, all the pornography on the Internet is
available to many Americans, including our children and teens.

There are no filtering or monitoring devices available at this time.
This means many children and teens will be able to access such material, unless their parents are aware of this

threat and take action to prevent it.
The technology itself is not dangerous. The danger lies in the fact that  there are currently no safeguards or

regulations in place to protect children and teens from being exposed to unwanted seductive and explicit content that
is downloadable through these wireless handheld devices.

The National Coalition and the Religious Alliance Against Pornography (RAAP), which has been fighting the
advancement of our sexualized culture since 1986, when it was formed in New York with Archbishop Iakovos among
its founders, are now working with the CTIA Wireless Association to ensure that appropriate guidelines, controls and
protections from this threat are in place as it relates to cell phones.

However, it is critically important that companies develop educational materials for parents, which will be used
consistently at the point of purchase and choice of contract.

Until these wireless devices can be used safely, we urge great caution to parents of children and teens.
We call upon you, our clergy, to be vigilant and to help keep your flock informed of the dangers they unknowingly

are opening to their children and grandchildren when they give them these wireless devices, before appropriate protection
has been developed.

Ongoing parental guidance is essential to protect our children.
Invoking the prayers of the Holy Theotokos for the welfare of our beloved children, we extend to you and your flock

our blessings,

+ Archbishop DEMETRIOS, Chairman
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

+ Archbishop NICOLAE
Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in America and Canada

+ Metropolitan JOSEPH
Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Church

+ Metropolitan CONSTANTINE
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the USA

+ Bishop ILIA of Philomelion
Albanian Orthodox Diocese of America

+ Metropolitan PHILIP, Vice Chairman
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

+ Metropolitan CHRISTOPHER, Secretary
Serbian Orthodox Church in the USA and Canada

+ Metropolitan NICHOLAS of Amissos, Treasurer
American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese in the USA

+ Metropolitan HERMAN
Orthodox Church in America

SCOBA Warns of
Internet’s Evils
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Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî

Ðîáëÿ÷è ð³øåííÿ, ìè, ÿê ïðàâèëî, íå çàâæäè
øóêàºìî ïîðàäè  Öåðêâè, ñâÿùåíèê³â, áàòüê³â ÷è â÷èòåë³â.
Äîñë³äè âêàçóþòü íà òå, ùî äðóç³ òà çàñîáè ìàñîâî¿ ³íôîð-
ìàö³¿ ìàþòü íàéá³ëüøèé âïëèâ íà ï³äë³òê³â. Öå ñàìå äîâîäÿòü
ðåçóëüòàòè îïèòóâàííÿ ìîëîä³. À ÿê íà âàøå æèòòÿ âïëèâàº
òå, ùî âè º õðèñòèÿíèíîì? ßê öåé ôàêò âïëèâàº íà âàø³
ð³øåííÿ? Ùî íàéá³ëüøå âïïëèâàº íà òå, ÿêå ð³øåííÿ âè
çðîáèòå?

Ñâÿòå Ïèñüìî îïèñóº Õðèñòà “…ÿê Ñâ³òëî, ùî îñâ³÷óº
êîæíó ëþäèíó, ùî ïðèõîäèòü íà ñâ³ò “(²â.1:9).

Ñàì Õðèñòîñ êàæå: ”Îòàê âàøå ñâ³òëî íåõàé ñâ³òèòü
ïåðåä ëþäüìè, ùîá äîáð³ ä³ëà âàø³ áà÷èëè, òà ïðîñëàâëÿëè
âîíè Îòöÿ âàøîãî, ùî íà íåá³” (Ìò.5:16).

Õðèñòîñ – Ñàì º ñâ³òëîì. Òîìó, ÿê Éîãî ïîñë³äîâ-
íèêè, ìè ìóñèìî âèïðîì³íþâàòè Éîãî ñâ³òëî, ùî ÿñíî ãîðèòü
ó íàñ. Êîëè ìè ùèðî ³ âïåâíåíî â³ðèìî, ùî öå òàê, òî ìè
ïðàêòèêóºìî öå ïîñë³äîâíî ³ ç ðàä³ñòþ.

Àëå öå ä³ºòüñÿ ëèøå òîä³, êîëè ìè ðîáèìî çäèñöè-
ïë³íîâàí³ ð³øåííÿ â ñâîºìó æèòò³, îñîáëèâî â òîìó ùî ìè
ãîâîðèìî, íà ùî ìè, äèâèìîñü ³ ÷èì çàéìàºìîñü.

Ìè íå ìîæåìî âèïðîì³íþâàòè ñâ³òëî Õðèñòîâî¿
ëþáîâ³, ÿêùî ìè âæèâàºìî íåïðèñòîéí³ ñëîâà, ïë³òêóºìî,
äèâèìîñÿ íà íåâ³äïîâ³äí³, âóëüãàðí³ ôîòîãðàô³¿ ÷è ìàëþíêè,
íå äáàºìî, ÷èì “ãîäóºìî” íàøå ò³ëî, àáî êîëè çàéìàºìîñü
ëèøå ñîá³âãîäíèìè ä³ÿëüíîñòÿìè.

Òÿæêî áóòè çàäîâîëåíîþ ³ ñÿþ÷îþ äèòèíîþ Áîæîþ,
êîëè ðîçóì ïåðåïîâíåíèé íåáîæåñòâåííèìè óÿâàìè, àáî
æèòòÿ ïîâíå íåáîæåñòâåííèõ çâè÷îê.

×è ìîæíà ñîá³ óÿâèòè, ùîá ïîêëàñòè ïîðó÷ îáðàç
ðîçï’ÿòîãî Õðèñòà ³ ÿêèéñü âóëüãàðíèé îáðàçîê? ßêùî á
âè, ïðèéøîâøè äî öåðêâè â íåä³ëþ âðàíö³, ïîáà÷èëè, ùî
¿¿ ñò³íè âêðèò³ çíåõâàëüíèìè ðîçïèñàìè , õ³áà âè íå áóëè
á îáóðåí³, ùî õòîñü òàê çíåâàæèâ Ä³ì Áîæèé?

Òî ÷îìó æ íàñ íå òóðáóº, êîëè ìè çíåâàæàºìî
ñâîº ò³ëî, íàø Õðàì Ñâÿòîãî Äóõà òèì, ùî ïåðå¿äàºìî, íå
ðîáèìî ðóõàíêè, ÷è çëîâæèâàºìî àëêîãîëåì òà “äðà´àìè”?

Ùî æ äî çîñåðåäæåííÿ íà ñàìîìó ñîá³, òî öå òàêîæ
ïðîòèðå÷èòü òîìó, ùî Õðèñòîñ íàâ÷àâ ³ Éîãî ëþáîâ³ äî íàñ.

Ëþáèòè – öå çíà÷èòü ïðèíîñèòè æåðòâó.
À æåðòâó íå ìîæíà ïðèíîñèòè ñàìîìó ñîá³, áî æ
òîä³ ëþäèíà ñàìà ³ äàº, ³ îòðèìóº. Ëþáèòè –
îçíà÷àº ìàòè ñï³âä³þ ç êèìîñü ³íøèì, äàâàòè
êîìóñü ³íøîìó.

Áóòè ñÿþ÷èì âêàçóº íà òå, ùî íàì ðàä³ñíî
áóòè õðèñòèÿíàìè. Öå íå òå, ùî ìè ðîáèìî, à òå,
÷èì ìè º. À ì³æ öèìè äâîìà ïîíÿòòÿìè – âåëèêà
ð³çíèöÿ. Ãðàòè ôóòáîë, ïðàöþâàòè â êðàìíèö³,
ïðîâîäèòè ÷àñ ç äðóçÿìè, íàâ³òü õîäèòè äî øêîëè
- öå âñå ùîñü, ùî ìè ðîáèìî, à íå òå õòî ìè º.

Ìè ðîçä³ëÿºìî âñå íà ð³çí³ êàòå´îð³¿: êîëè
ìè îãëÿäàºìî òåëåâ³çîð, òî ìè íå º àí³ ó÷íÿìè, àí³
àòëåòàìè. À êîëè ìè ãðàºìî êîø³âêó, ìè º àòëåòàìè,
àëå íå çàâæäè äðóçÿìè.

Áóòè õðèñòèÿíèíîì ³ ñÿÿòè ñâ³òëîì Õðèñòî-
âèì – öå º ùîñü, ÷èì ìè º, àáî õî÷ ÷èì ìè õîò³ëè
á áóòè. Ìè ïîâèíí³ âèïðîì³íþâàòè ñâ³òëî Õðèñòîâå
ó âñüîìó, ùî ìè ðîáèìî. Êîæíîãî äíÿ ìè ãðàºìî
ð³çí³ ðîë³, ³ â³äïîâ³äíî äî íèõ âäÿãàºìîñü. Çðàíêó,
êîëè ìè áóäèìîñü, ìè àáî ÷îëîâ³ê ÷è æ³íêà, àáî
äèòèíà. Òîä³ ìè éäåìî äî øêîëè ³ º ó÷íÿìè, àáî
éäåìî íà ïðàöþ ³ º ïðàö³âíèêàìè. Òîä³ ìè çóñòð³÷à-
ºìîñÿ ç êèìîñü, ³ º äðóçÿìè. Àëå ó âñ³õ öèõ ñèòóàö³ÿõ
íàñ ìóñÿòü çíàòè, ÿê ïðàâîñëàâíèõ õðèñòèÿí, ÿê
ä³òåé Áîæèõ.

Õî÷à ìè íå ââàæàºìî ñåáå ó÷íÿìè ï³ä ÷àñ
òîãî, êîëè îãëÿäàºìî òåëåâ³çîð ÷è ãðàºìî áàñêåòáîë,
àëå ùî á ìè íå ðîáèëè, ìè ïîâèíí³ ââàæàòè ñåáå
õðèñòèÿíàìè.

Àëå, ÿêùî õòîñü ââàæàº, ùî õðèñòèÿíñòâî
ìîæíà âäÿãíóòè ÷è çíÿòè êîëè éîìó çàõî÷åòüñÿ
òàê, ÿê øàïêó ÷è ÷åðåâèêè, òî òàê³é ëþäèí³ áóäå
äóæå òÿæêî “ñÿÿòè”.

Òÿæêî º äîçâîëÿòè íàøîìó ñâ³òëó âèïðî-
ì³íþâàòè ñåðåä ëþäåé, êîëè íàøà óâàãà â³äâîë³-
êàºòüñÿ, àáî ìè ïîïàäàºìî ó ñïîêóñó. Öå ÷àñ êîëè
Áîã ãðàº ì³í³ìàëüíó ðîëü àáî é çîâñ³ì íå ô³´óðóº â

íàøèõ ð³øåííÿõ.
Ìè âñ³ ìàºìî íàãîäó ³ ïðèâ³ëåé

ï³çíàâàòè áëèçüêî  áàãàòüîõ ëþäåé, çíàòè
ïðî ¿õí³ ðàäîù³, ãîðå, íàä³¿, ìð³¿ òà áîðîòüáó.
Ìè çíàºìî òàêèõ ëþäåé, ÿê³ ðîçóì³þòü ùî
òàêå ëþáèòè Áîãà, ³ òèõ, ùî öüîãî íå ðîçó-
ì³þòü. Öüîãî ðîêó, íà íàø³é ñï³ëüí³é ïîäî-
ðîæ³, ïîðà â³äêðèòè î÷³ ³ ñïðàâä³ áà÷èòè.

Ãîñïîäü êàæå: ”Îêî – òî ñâ³òëî äëÿ
ò³ëà. Òî æ ÿê îêî òâîº áóäå çäîðîâå, òî é

ßê íà Âàøå æèòòÿ âïëèâàº

òå, ùî Âè º

õðèñòèÿíèíîì?
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î. Ãàâðè¿ë Ðîøåë

Êëþ÷ äî äóõîâíîãî çðîñòó...

Ò³, ùî ïðèéíÿëè Ñâÿòå Ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ ÷åðåç
íàâåðíåííÿ, à îñîáëèâî ò³, ùî áóëè ðàí³øå ïðîòåñòàí-
òàìè, çâèêëè äî òåîëî´³÷íèõ ïîãëÿä³â, ïðî ÿê³ ìîæíà
âåñòè ïåðåãîâîðè. Íà æàëü, ö³ “ïîãëÿäè” ìîæóòü òîðêà-
òèñÿ ³ñòîòíèõ äîêòðèí ³ äî´ì Öåðêâè.

Ïðè÷èíó öüîãî ìîæíà çíàéòè ó êîìåíòàð³ î.
Ïåòðà ¥³ëêâ³ñòà, Äèðåêòîðà Åâàíãåë³çàö³¿ ³ Ì³ñ³éíî¿ ðîáîòè
ïðè Àíò³îõ³éñüê³é Àðõèä³ºöåç³¿. Â³í êàæå, ùî ïðîòåñòàíòè
íå ñïðèéìàþèü åêëåç³îëîã³¿, äîêòðèíè ïðî òå, ùî Öåðêâà
º Ò³ëîì Õðèñòîâèì. Â³í ìàº íà óâàç³, ùî ïðîòåñòàíòè
ââàæàþòü, ùî õðèñòèÿíñòâî – öå ùîñü, ùî òîêðàºòüñÿ
“ìåíå ³ Áîãà”, ³ ùî Öåðêâè, ÿê òàêî¿, íå ïîòð³áíî. Äëÿ
á³ëüøîñò³ ïðîòåñòàíò³â Öåðêâà º ëèøå “äîäàòêîì” äî
â³ðè, à íå ¿¿ íåâ³ä’ºìíèì ñêëàäíèêîì. Äîêàçîì öüîãî º
ñïîñ³á òðàêòóâàííÿ Ñâÿòèõ Äàð³â ó ïðîòåñòàíòñüêèõ
öåðêâàõ, êîëè æ òî ì³æ ïðàâîñëàâíèìè, Öåðêâà º
ïîòð³áíîþ “ïîñóäèíîþ äî ñïëàâëþâàííÿ” áîãîñëîâ’ÿ ³
â³ðè.

Ïðîòåñòàíòè, íà ïðèêëàä, íå ïîâ’ÿçóþòü äóõîâíå
ñëóæ³ííÿ ç àâòîðèòåòîì. Ïîì³æ ïàñòîðîì ³ â³ðíèìè íåìàº
ÿâíî¿ ð³çíèö³, õ³áà ùî òå, ùî ïàñòîð ïðîïîâ³äóº ³ êåðóº
ìîëèòâàìè, à ðåøòà â³ðíèõ öüîãî íå ðîáèòü. Ìîæëèâ³ñòü
ä³³éñíî¿ äóõîâíî¿ ñèëè çà ïîñåðåäíèöòâîì ñâÿùåíèêà
íå ïðèïóñêàºòüñÿ, à ÷àñòî é çàïåðå÷óºòüñÿ. Òîìó íå
äèâî, ùî ïîãëÿäè â ïðîòåñòàíòèçì³ íàãîëîøóþòüñÿ.
Çâ³äêè æ ïîÿâëÿºòüñÿ àâòîðèòåò ó÷èòè ³ ïðîïîâ³äóâàòè
òà óä³ëÿòè ñâÿò³ Òà¿íñòâà?

² òàê â ïðîòåñòàíòèçì³ äóõîâíå çðîñòàííÿ íå
ðîçãëÿäàºòüñÿ ÿê ïîãðóæåííÿ â ñàêðàìåíòàëüíå æèòòÿ,
à ñêîðøå, ÿê âèñë³ä çäîáóòòÿ ðåë³ã³éíîãî çíàííÿ. Òîìó
ëþäè çäåá³ëüøîãî øóêàþòü íàóêîâèõ äîêàç³â, à íå
äóõîâíî¿ ñèëè. I òîìó “Êîä Äà Â³í÷³” ³ éîìó ïîä³áí³
òâîðè ìàþòü âåëèêèé âïëèâ, áî âîíè çâó÷àòü, ÿê íàóêîâ³.
Â ïðàâîñëàâ’¿ òàêîãî íåìàº, ³ öå ïîÿñíþºòüñÿ íàñòóïíèì:

Êîëè ëþäè ö³ëóþòü ðóêó ñâÿùåííîñëóæèòåëÿ,
òî âîíè ïîêëîíÿþòüñÿ íå éîãî îñîá³ - âçàºìîâ³äíîñèíè
ì³æ íèìè íå ìàþòü í³ÿêîãî çíà÷åííÿ- à âîíè ïîêëîíÿ-
þòüñÿ Õðèñòîâ³, ßêèé ñòàº ïðèñóòí³ì ÷åðåç ñâÿùåííîñëó-
æèòåëÿ. Âîíè ïîêëîíÿþòüñÿ àâòîðèòåòó Öåðêâè, çà
ïîñåðåäíèöòâîì ðóêîïîëîæåíèõ ñâÿùåíèê³â, âèçíàþº÷è
ïðèñóòí³ñòü Õðèñòà, ßêèé º íåîáõ³äíèì äëÿ íàøîãî
äóõîâíîãî çðîñòàííÿ ÿê ó öüîìó æèòò³, òàê ³ â ìàéáóò-
íüîìó.

Îòæå, ö³ ñèëüíî ïðîòèëåæí³ íàøèì ïðîòåñòàíò-
ñüê³ ïîãëÿäè  íà ñâÿùåíñòâî ³ Öåðêâó äîêàçóþòü, ùî
êëþ÷åì äî äóõîâíîãî çðîñòó ³ çäîðîâ’ÿ ÿâëÿºòüñÿ íå
çíàííÿ, ùî éîãî â³ðí³ çäîáóâàþòü, íå çíàííÿ ñâÿùåíèêà,
à Ñàì Õðèñòîñ, ßêèé ïîäàº íàì æèòòÿ, çäîðîâ’ÿ ³ ñïàñ³-
ííÿ. Ïðàâäèâà Öåðêâà, ÿê êàæå Ìèòðîïîëèò ²ºðîôåé
Âëàõîñ, º äëÿ äóø øïèòàëåì, à íå êíèãàðíåþ ÷è
êëàñîâîþ ê³ìíàòîþ.

î. Ãàâðè¿ë Ðîøåë íàëåæèòü äî ïðè÷åòó öåðêâè Óñï³ííÿ
Ïðåñâÿòî¿ Áîãîðîäèö³ â Íîðäãåìïòîí³, ÏÀ ³ º âèêëàäà÷åì Ñâÿòî-
Ñîô³¿âñüêî¿ Áîãîñëîâñüêî¿ ñåì³íàð³¿ â Ñ. Áàâíä Áðóêó, Í.Äæ.

ðàä³ñí³ õâèëèíè, à ÷àñîì ³ â ãîðþ ï³ä ÷àñ íàøî¿ äóõîâíî¿
ïîäîðîæ³, âñå òå, ùî íàì çäàºòüñÿ âàæëèâèì ñüîãîäí³
çà ñòî ðîê³â íå áóäå âàæëèâèì. À âàæëèâèì áóäå òå,
÷è ìè çíàéäåìîñÿ ïî ïðàâèö³ Áîãà, ÷è ïî ë³âîìó áîö³.
×è íàñ çàðàõóþòü çà îâåöü, ÷è çà êîçë³â, ÷è ïîøëþòü
äî ïðàâåäíèõ, ÷è äî ïðîêëÿòèõ.

ßêùî ìè ä³éñíî ââàæàºìî ñåáå çà ä³òåé Áîæèõ,
òî ìè ââåñü ÷àñ ìóñèìî ïðàãíóòè, ùîá “íàøå ñâ³òëî
ñâ³òèëî ïåðåä ëþäüìè”. Íàì òðåáà ìàòè äóõîâíîãî
îï³êóíà ³ ïîâñÿê÷àñ çàâäàâàòè ñîá³ òâåðåç³, íåîáõ³äí³
ïèòàííÿ: ×è ÿ º äîáðèì õðèñòèÿíèíîì, ÷è ëèøå äîáðèì
àðòèñòîì? ×è ÿ ñïðàâä³ âèïðîì³íþþ Ñâ³òëî Õðèñòîâå,
÷è ëèøå âäàþ? ×è Ñâ³òëî Õðèñòîâå ñÿº â ìåí³ çàâæäè
³ âñþäè, ÷è ëèøå òîä³, êîëè öå ìåí³ âèã³äíî?

âñå ò³ëî áóäå ñâ³òëå. À êîëè á òâîº îêî ëèõå áóëî, òî é
âñå ò³ëî òâîº áóäå òåìðÿâå” (Ìò. 3:22-23).

² ñïðàâä³, îêî º êëþ÷ äî âèïðîì³íþâàííÿ ñâ³òëà
Õðèñòîâîãî . Âîíî – íå ëèøå íàøå â³êíî ó æèòòÿ, àëå ³
äçåðêàëî, â ÿêîìó ìè äèâèìîñü íà ñåáå.

Ëþäèíà ìîæå áóòè ïîïóëÿðíîþ, âèçíà÷íèì
àòëåòîì ÷è íîñèòè íàéìîäåðí³øèé îäÿã. Àëå âîíà íå
ìîæå ñõîâàòèñÿ â³ä æàëþ, ùî éîãî â³ä÷óâàº, êîëè
äèâèòüñÿ â ñâî¿ î÷³ ³ çíàº, ùî ¿¿ ñâ³òëî áëèìàº àáî é
ãàñíå. ²íøà ëþäèíà ìîæå áóòè ðîçñòðîºíîþ ³ ÷óòèñÿ
ñàì³òíüîþ, áî ¿¿  “ïðèÿòåë³” öóðàþòüñÿ ¿¿ ³ êðèòèêóþòü ¿¿
õðèñòèÿíñòâî òà ¿¿ ëàñêàâ³ñòü äî êîãîñü ìåíøå
ïîïóëÿðíîãî. Àëå òàêà ëþäèíà, ïîäèâèâøèñü ó
äçåðêàëî ïîáà÷èòü, ùî ¿¿ Ñâ³òëî ÿñíî ãîðèòü â í³é. Â

ßê íà âàøå æèòòÿ âïëèâàº òå...(Çàê³í÷åííÿ ³ç ñò. 4)
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Converts to Orthodoxy, espe-
cially from Protestantism, are used to
theological opinions, which are often
considered negotiable. Unfortunately
these “opinions” may include essen-
tial doctrines and dogmas of the
Church.

The reason may be found in a
comment by Father Peter Gillquist,
Director of Evangelism and Mission for
the Antiochian Archdiocese, that “the
last thing Protestants get is
ecclesiology” – the doctrine of the
church as Body of Christ. He meant
that most Protestants tend to think
Christianity is about “me and God,”
and no church is needed. For most

Protestants, church is an appendix
rather than a vital part of the faith. This
is evident by the cavalier way
sacraments are often treated in
Protestant churches; whereas among
Orthodox, church is essential as the
crucible of theology and faith.

Let us go a step farther. Many
Protestants do not connect ministry
and authority. There is no crucial
distinction between pastor and people
save that the pastor preaches and
leads worship and the rest of the folks
do not. That there could be a genuine
spiritual power through the priest’s
ministrations is not accepted and may
in fact be vehemently denied. No
wonder that there is so much weight on
opinion in Protestantism. Where does
the authority to teach and preach and
minister the sacraments come from?

Thus spiritual growth among
Protestants is not seen as a result of
immersion in the sacramental life but,
rather, the result of gaining religious
knowledge. Hence people look for
scholarly opinion rather than spiritual
power, so The DaVinci Code and its ilk
become influential because they
sound scholarly. Not so in Orthodoxy,

and here’s the tip-off in a simple
gesture.

When people kiss the hand of
one in priestly office, they venerate not
the priest – their relationship with him
being beside the point - but they
venerate the Christ who deems to
become present through priestly
ministrations. They are revering the
church’s authority, through its or-
dained priests, to offer the Presence of
Christ, which is centrally necessary to
our spiritual growth in this life and the
next.

This powerful witness to protes-
tant concepts of ministry and church
demonstrates that the key to spiritual
growth and health is not the knowledge
the faithful gain, not the priest’s
knowledge, but rather Christ himself
who comes to us for life, health, and
salvation. The true church is a hospital
for souls, as Metropolitan Hierotheos
Vlachos has said, not a bookstore or a
classroom.

Fr Gabriel Rochelle is attached priest at
Assumption of the Virgin Mary Orthodox
Church, Northampton and teaches at St
Sophia Seminary, So Bound Brook NJ.

CONVERTS
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Connection, Not
Knowledge

by Dr. Gabriel Jay Rochelle

Ordination

Anniversaries

May God grant to them many, happy and blessed years!

July - August

Metropolitan Constantine Priesthood Ordination: July 23, 1967
Protopresbyter Michael Kudanovich July 1954
Rev. Fr. Anthony Ugolnik July 6, 1991
Rev. Fr. Joseph Kopchak July 12, 1968
Rev. Fr. Michael Danczak July 13, 2002
Very Rev. Fr. Dennis Kristof July 17, 1982
Protodeacon Mykola Dilendorf July 27, 1997
Rev. Fr. Wolodymyr Borowsky July 30, 1950
V. Rev. Fr. Stephen Repa August 07, 1983
Rev. Fr. Rostyslav Tsapar August 9, 1998
V. Rev. Fr. John Mironko August 10, 1968
V. Rev. Fr. Hryhorij Podhurec August 17, 1975
V. Rev. Fr. Petro Siwko August 17, 1987
Rev. Fr. Andrei Kulyk August 17, 1997
V. Rev. Fr. Michael Tsyuman August 26, 1985
V. Rev. Fr. Eugen Kumka August 28, 1990
Rev. Fr. Ivan Lymar August 28, 2001
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ÏIÄÃÎÒÓÂÀÍÍß

         ÄÎ ÏÎÄÐÓÆÆß
Ç óñ³õ ïðîáëåì, ïåðåä ÿêèìè ñüîãîäí³

ñòî¿òü óêðà¿íñüêå ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ, ïèòàííÿ ìàéáóò-
íüîãî ðîäèíè ó ì³ñöåâ³é ïàðàô³¿ º îäíèì ³ç
íàéâàæëèâ³øèõ.

Ðîäèíà – öå ñåðöå õðèñòèÿíñüêîãî
æèòòÿ. ßêùî ìè íå çìîæåìî çáåðåãòè ³
çáàãàòèòè òðàäèö³éíå ðîäèííå æèòòÿ â íàøèõ
ïàðàô³ÿõ, òî âñ³ íàø³ ³íø³ ñòàðàííÿ áóäóòü ìàòè
ëèøå ïîâåðõîâèé óñï³õ. Ïåðåäóìîâîþ óñï³õó
“Ñëóæáè ìîëîä³”, ñåì³íàðíî¿ îñâ³òè, íåä³ëüíèõ
øê³ë òà ÓÏË³´è º òå, ùîá óêðà¿íñüêà ïðàâîñëà-
âíà ïàðàô³ÿ áóëà ì³ñöåì, êóäè ðàäî ïðèéìà-
þòüñÿ âñ³ ðîäèíè ³ äå âîíè ìàþòü íàãîäó
çðîñòàòè.

Ïîòðåáà ðå-ºâàíãåë³çàö³¿ íàøèõ ïàðà-
ô³é òàê, ùîá âîíè ìîãëè îáñëóãîâóâàòè ðîäè-
íè, ùî ÷àñòî º ì³øàí³ ðåë³ã³éíî ³ åòí³÷íî, ìóñèòü
ñòîÿòè íà ïåðøîìó ì³ñö³ â óêðà¿íñüê³é ïðàâî-
ñëàâí³é ãðîìàä³ â Àìåðèö³. Öå îçíà÷àº íå
ëèøå âêëþ÷åííÿ ¿õ ó ë³òóðã³÷íå æèòòÿ, àëå, ùî
âàæ-ëèâ³øå, óäîñêîíàëåííÿ ñïîñîáó, ÿêèì
ïàðàô³¿ ïðèãîòîâëÿþòü ìîëîä³ ïàðè äî ïîä-
ðóææÿ.

Îäíèì ³ç íåäîë³ê³â óêðà¿íñüêîãî ïðàâî-
ñëàâíîãî æèòòÿ â Àìåðèö³ º òå, ùî äóæå ìàëî,
ÿêùî âçàãàë³ òàê, âèòðà÷àºòüñÿ åíåðã³¿ íà ïðè-
ãîòóâàííÿ ìîëîäèõ äî ïîäðóæíüîãî æèòòÿ. Õî÷
ÿ ïåðåêîíàíèé, ùî ³ñíóþòü äóøïàñòèð³, ÿê³ íå
æàë³þòü òðóäó, ùîá òà¿íñòâî øëþáó ïåðåòâî-
ðèòè íà æèâó ä³éñí³ñòü, ìåí³ ÷àñòî äîâîäèòüñÿ
ç ñóìîì ñòâåðäæóâàòè, ùî óêðà¿íñüê³ ïðàâîñëà-
âí³ ïàðàô³¿ ñëóæàòü ëèøå ÿê êàïëèö³ äëÿ
â³í÷àííÿ.

Òèì, ùî ìè ðîáèìî îäðóæåííÿ òàê
ëåãêî îñÿæíèì, ìè íå ëèøå îáåçö³íþºìî ñàìå
òà¿íñòâî, àëå ìè âîäíî÷àñ âòðà÷àºìî íàãîäó
ºâàíãåë³çóâàòè ìîëîäó ïàðó ³ ïðèâ³òàòè ¿¿ çíîâ
ó Ïðàâîñëàâí³é Öåðêâ³.  Âíàcë³äîê öüîãî, ïàðà
íå â³ä÷óâàº ñåáå ñïðàâä³ çâ’ÿçàíîþ ç ïàðàô³ºþ,
àí³ íå äèâèòüñÿ íà ïàðàô³þ, ÿê íà ì³ñöå, â
ÿêîìó ðîäèíà ìîæå çàçíàòè ïîâíîòè ñâîº¿
ëþáîâè. Ñê³ëüêè ç íàñ çíàþòü ðîäèíè, â ÿêèõ

ëèøå îäèí ïàðòíåð áåðå ó÷àñòü â æèòò³
ïàðàô³¿, àáî, ùå ã³ðøå, ëèøå íàçèâàºòüñÿ
õðèñòèÿíèíîì.

 Íà ïî÷àòêó 21-ãî ñòîë³òòÿ óêðà¿íñüêå
ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ ìóñèòü ïðîòèñòàâèòèñÿ çàãàëü-
íîìó íàõèëîâ³ ñóñï³ëüñòâà äî ëåãêî óä³ëåíî-
ãî øëþáó, à ïîò³ì ëåãêî óä³ëåíîãî ðîçâîäó.
Ìè ìóñèìî íàãîëîøóâàòè ñåðéîçí³ñòü çî-
áîâ’ÿçàíü, ùî ¿õ áåðóòü íà ñåáå âñòóïàþ÷³
ó ñòàí ïîäðóææÿ òà äîäàòí³é âïëèâ éîãî
íà ëþäñüêå ³ ðîäèííå æèòòÿ.

Àâòîð Äæîðäæ Ñèì Äæàíñîí äîá-
ðå âèñëîâèâñÿ ïðî öå: ”Ïîäðóæí³é ñòàí
âèïðàâäîâóº ñåáå ëèøå òîä³, êîëè éîãî
ââàæàþòü ïîêëèêàííÿì”. Ïîêëèêàííÿ æ º
÷èìîñü, íàä ÷èì òðåáà ïðàöþâàòè. Ó ïîä-
ðóææ³ ïàðòíåðè ìîæóòü çíàéòè âåëèêå
ùàñòÿ, àëå öå íå ìîæå òðàïèòèñÿ ñàìî
ñîáîþ, áåç ¿õíüîãî çóñèëëÿ. Ìè æèâåìî â
ñóñï³ëüñòâ³, â ÿêîìó êîæíèé ñòðåìèòü äî
äîñÿãíåíü; ìè ñåáå ïðîñòî âèñíàæóºìî,
íàìàãàþ÷èñü âèáèòèñÿ âïåðåä ó ïðàö³, ó
ñïîðò³, òîùî. Ïàð³, ÿêà áàæàº îäðóæèòèñÿ,
òðåáà ïîñòàâèòè ïèòàííÿ: ”×è âè ìàºòå òàêå
ñàìå çàâçÿòòà ùîäî óñï³õó âàøîãî ïîäðóæ-
íüîãî æèòòÿ?”

Óêðà¿íñüêà ïðàâîñëàâíà ãðîìàäà
Àìåðèêè ìóñèòü ðîçïî÷àòè îáíîâó ïðàâî-
ñëàâíîãî ðîçóì³ííÿ ïîäðóææÿ ³ ðîäèíè. Öå
íå îçíà÷àº ùå îäèí çàêîí ðåë³ã³éíî¿
÷èñòîòè. Íàòîì³ñòü öå îçíà÷àº âñòàíîâëåííÿ
ñèñòåìè íàâ÷àííÿ íàðå÷åíèõ ïðàâîñëàâ-
íîãî ðîçóì³ííÿ ïîäðóæíüîãî é ðîäèííîãî
æèòòÿ, ñåêñóàëüíîñòè, ³ ò.ä. â³äïîâ³äàþ÷è,
âîäíî÷àñ, ÷åñíî íà âñ³ ïèòàííÿ.

Öåðêâà ìóñèòü ÷åñíî ³ â³äêðèòî
òðàêòóâàòè òàê³ ñïðàâè, ÿê ëþäñüêà ñåê-
ñóàëüí³ñòü. Óêðà¿íñüêå ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ ÷àñòî
çàíåäáóâàëî ñïðàâó âèõîâàííÿ ìîëîä³ é
íîâîîäðóæåíèõ ïàð, ùîäî çáåðåæåííÿ
íåâèííîñòè, ñòàòåâèõ ñòîñóíê³â, çàïîá³ãà-

Óêðà¿íñüêà
ïðàâîñëàâíà

ãðîìàäà Àìåðèêè
ìóñèòü ðîçïî÷àòè

îáíîâó
ïðàâîñëàâíîãî

ðîçóì³ííÿ
ïîäðóææÿ ³ ðîäèíè.

Öå íå îçíà÷àº ùå
îäèí çàêîí

ðåë³ã³éíî¿ ÷èñòîòè.

Íàòîì³ñòü öå
îçíà÷àº

âñòàíîâëåííÿ
ñèñòåìè íàâ÷àííÿ

íàðå÷åíèõ
ïðàâîñëàâíîãî

ðîçóì³ííÿ
ïîäðóæíüîãî é

ðîäèííîãî æèòòÿ,
ñåêñóàëüíîñò³, ³ ò.ä.

â³äïîâ³äàþ÷è,
âîäíî÷àñ, ÷åñíî íà

âñ³ ïèòàííÿ.

(çàê³í÷åííÿ íà ñò. 8)
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presence of God in prayer services. Worship is relevant if
it meets their needs and addresses the issues of daily life
that stress and confuse people. Relevant parish message
talks the language of people and sends them out equipped
to cope better  with all that life throws at them. Our prayer
life and services must help people to get to know the God
of love. The experience of worship helps change worshi-
ppers so they become more Christ-like and loving. The
experience of worship must take us to the mount of
Transfiguration – we must be transfigured.
 
Social Involvement – What involvement does our church
have with wider society? What do we offer to our local
community? Do the people around us see that a local parish
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA has anything
of relevance to offer them? If we closed down and moved
away how many people would miss our presence (excluding
Sunday morning prayer services)? What can we do to
demonstrate to needy and hurting people the love of God
in practice and in deed? Are we good news to the poor?
Are we being salt and light to the world, or has our salt lost
its flavor and our light been hidden under a basket?
 
Commitment to Christian Education – Do you regularly
read your Bible in an enquiring way with a guidance of
your spiritual father? What percentage of our Church
members regularly share in Church Bible studies or home
groups? Is anyone in our parish community currently
undertaking further theological training by correspondence
course or distance learning such as St. Stephen’s course?
Have you trained to do your job in the church better? When
did you last read a serious Christian book? Do you regularly
come to pray expecting to learn from the sermon?
(Although I actually believe the purpose of the sermon

What does it take to be a growing
Church?

(Conclusion from p. 2)

should mainly be practical encouragement,
and not academic learning. Worship is not
the best place to learn.) In what other ways
do you take your own discipleship
seriously, and do you encourage others
to be committed and serious disciples too?
What could you teach others?
 

Numerically our Church is not growing. Perhaps
we are not measuring up very well to the above four growth
factors. If so, we need to change. What do we need to
become if we are to be a growing Church? In what manner
does our ethos and culture together need to be different if
the four growth factors are to become more true and more
relevant for us today?

Ask God to help you see and understand the areas
in which you need to confess your lack of commitment to
the ministry of our Church. Ask God to deepen in you a
longing to become more actively involved in ‘growth
inducing’ areas of the life of the Church. Ask God to guide
you in the practical steps you might take, so that together
we will build our Church, and it will become a living example
of a growing Church of our Lord.

As you might have noticed, I am not offering
any solutions to some of the questions that I brought
to your attention. This is where I would like to ask you
to get involved and share with me and readers of our
Church’s magazine your ideas and courses of action
that will benefit the mission fulfillment of our Church.

(Çàê³í÷åííÿ ³ç ñò. 7)

ÏIÄÃÎÒÓÂÀÍÍß  ÄÎ ÏÎÄÐÓÆÆß

ííÿ âàã³òíîñò³, ÑÍ²Ä, òîùî. Âíàñë³äîê
öüîãî ïîíÿòòÿ ìîëîäèõ ëþäåé ³ íîâî-
îäðóæåíèõ ïàð ôîðìóâàëèñÿ íà îñíîâ³
ñâ³òñüêèõ âïëèâ³â, à íå íà îñíîâ³ õðèñ-
òèÿíñüêî¿ íàóêè. Â åïîõó, êîëè äàð ëþä-
ñüêî¿ ñåêñóàëüíîñò³ ïîñò³éíî äå´ðàäóº-
òüñÿ íà ïóáë³÷íèõ ôîðóìàõ, ìè ìóñèìî
ïîâåðíóòèñÿ äî íàøèõ ð³äíèõ òðàäèö³é
ó öèõ ñïðàâàõ ³ ÿñíî äîêàçàòè, ùî ñàìå
âîíè º äîðîãîâêàçîì äî ëþäñüêîãî
ùàñòÿ.

Ñüîãîäí³ ìè ïî âñ³é êðà¿í³ áà÷è-
ìî ïàðàô³¿, ÷ëåíñòâî â ÿêèõ çàíåïàäàº,
³ âîíè ïåðåñòàþòü áóòè ãðîìàäàìè, ùî
â³òàþòü ³ ïðèòÿãàþòü ìîëîäèõ. ßêùî ìè

íå áóäåìî òðàêòóâàòè ïîäðóææÿ ³
ìîëîäèõ ïîâàæíî, òî öÿ êðèçà, ùî
çàðàç ³ñíóº â ïîîäèíîêèõ ïàðàô³ÿõ,
ëèøå çðîñòå. Íà ìîþ äóìêó, çàñòî-
ñóâàííÿ áàãàòèõ ìîðàëüíèõ òðàäè-
ö³é óêðà¿íñüêîãî ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ ³
ðîçðîáëåííÿ äîñòóïíî¿ ïåðåäïîä-
ðóæíüî¿ ïðîãðàìè, ìîæå ïåðåòâî-
ðèòè íàø³ ïàðàô³¿ ó æèòòºçäàòí³,
ä³þ÷³ ³ æèâó÷³ ïðàâîñëàâí³ ãðîìàäè.
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radition: Holy Chrismation, Part II  by V. Rev. Dennis KristofT
In a previous article on Christen-

ing, which is to say, Initiation into the
Church, the Holy Mystery of Baptism
was examined. The next step in the
Christening process for an Orthodox
Christian is the Holy Mystery of
Chrismation or Confirmation. It takes
place after the triple immersion and
robing in the Baptismal robe. It is the
sealing of the Mystery with the grace of
the Holy Spirit by the anointing of the
forehead, eyes, nostrils, lips, ears,
breast, hands, and feet with the
special Chrismal Oil which can only be
blessed by the head of the Church; in
our case, the Patriarch of
Constantinople. As each of the
senses is anointed with the Chrism,
the priest or bishop administering the
sacrament says, “The seal and gift of
the Holy Spirit”. The people respond,
“Amen!” or in some locales, “Sealed!”

One’s entire being and all the
senses are anointed with the Chrism
which unites all Christians by the
grace of the Holy Spirit. Thus, we
share in the sanctity of Christ, the
Anointed One. The believer receives
the gift of the Spirit to grow in holiness
by Chrismation. It is such an intimate
part of the process of Christening that
many Orthodox fail to recognize that
Chrismation (Confirmation) is a
separate Mystery (sacrament) of the
Church. The sense of the word “seal”
hearkens back to the days when
letters and documents were sealed or
authenticated by a wax seal. When a
Christians is “sealed” by the Holy
Spirit, they are changed and altered.
This seal of Chrismation is given after
the prayer is taken invoking that the
newly illuminated person be preserved
in sanctification, confirmed in the
Orthodox faith, delivered from all the
works of the Evil One, and that the soul
may be preserved in purity and
righteousness through the saving Fear
of God that one may be pleasing in
every deed and word, becoming a child

and heir of the Heavenly Kingdom.
The minister of this sacrament

was originally the bishop who would
Baptize, Chrismate and give Holy
Communion at the vigil for Holy
Pascha to all the catechumens who
were prepared. It was also expanded
to include other important feasts of the
ecclesial year such as Pentecost,
Christmas and Theophany. The hymn,
“As many as have been baptized into
Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia,” is
still chanted at the Divine Liturgies for
these feasts in place of the Thrice-Holy
Hymn. This same hymn is chanted at
the Christening Service. The priest
lead the newly illumined and the
sponsors in a procession around the
baptismal font which symbolizes the
passage, or passover, from the world
of darkness and sin to the world of light
and sanctification.

When Christianity grew to a point
where it was no longer possible for the
bishop to be present at every gathering
of the Church, the presbyters (elders)
who were close advisors of the bishop
were deputized to serve the Liturgy
and offer the Holy Mysteries in place of
the bishop. To this very day, a priest
must receive a commission from a
bishop to serve a parish. The bishops
of the Orthodox Church granted the
presbyters (priests), the privilege of
conferring the Holy Mystery of
Chrismation. This has enabled the
Orthodox Church to preserve the
cohesion and continuity of Baptism,
Chrismation and Communion. How-
ever, Holy Chrismation more than the
other two Mysteries still bears a strong
tie to the bishop, or head of the Church,
for the Holy Chrism that is used for the
Mystery must be consecrated and
received from the bishop.

In the Western Church, the
bishops did not delegate the privilege
of Conferring Holy Chrismation (Confir-
mation) to the priests, but reserved it to
themselves. This created the situation

where believers were baptized, but
then had to wait for the bishop to come
at a later time to be confirmed.
Because it was inconceivable that one
could receive Holy Communion
without being sealed by the Holy
Spirit, the Latin Church also forced the
newly baptized to delay receiving Holy
Communion. Over time the ancient
continuity and cohesion of the three
sacraments was lost to the Catholic
Church. Artificial theological con-
structs like needing to achieve the age
of reason to receive Holy Communion
and Confirmation being the sacrament
of Christian maturity were developed.

However, it is clear that even in
Apostolic times, reflected in Acts
2:38-42, baptism with water was
directly followed by the reception of the
Holy Spirit and “the breaking of bread”
(Eucharist) by the community. This
continuity between the various stages
of initiation was consistently repro-
duced in the oldest liturgical texts and
in early patristic witnesses: Baptism
with water in the name of the Trinity, a
post-baptismal anointing and/or lay-
ing-on of hands invoking the Holy
Spirit, and partaking of the Holy
Eucharist (Communion). Holy Com-
munion is the culmination and
completion of the Mysteries of
Initiation (Baptism & Chrismation).
That is why there is the belief that the
Christening ceremony should take
place within the context of the Divine
Liturgy as was done in the Patristic
Church. The practice of Communing
one who is newly Baptized and
Chrismated from the Presanctified
Gifts also emphasizes the perfecting
aspect that only Holy Communion
accomplishes. In any case, the
Mysteries are not completed until Holy
Communion is received, even if it takes
place at a later time.

The readings, ablutions and
tonsuring portions of the Christening
ceremony will be covered in a future
article.

Ukrainian Orthodox Word 9Vol. LV²  Issue V²²-VIII, July-August, 2006



In the history of the Orthodox Church, seminaries as
we know them today are a relatively recent invention. In fact,
nothing like modern seminaries existed anywhere before
the sixteenth century.

In the early days of the Church it was not unusual for
people to be simply chosen out of the community for
whatever ministry it was felt they should exercise. St.
Ambrose of Milan (Fourth Century) was not even baptized
when chosen by acclamation to be Bishop of the city. The
lives of the saints are full of stories of how men tried to avoid
ordination, St. John Chrysostom being a very good
example, fleeing to the hilly wilderness around Antioch in
order to avoid being made a priest. We still have a relic of
those days in our service of ordination, a deacon who is to
be ordained priest is brought to the altar by a deacon and
handed over to two priests who conduct him around the
altar. Originally this was to stop him running away!

In such a world there was no need for anything like a
seminary. However, that does not mean that there was no
education. St. John Chrysostom had the very best
education of his day. Above all he was extremely well
trained in Rhetoric, the highest of the ancient educational
disciplines. This training was seen as fitting some for the
law courts, but others for preaching. St. John also studied
theology with Diodore of Tarsus. Ordained deacon in 381
and priest in 386, St. John became an important preacher
in Antioch in the days when it was usually bishops who were
expected to preach. St. John was not made a bishop until
he became Patriarch of Constantinople in 398. His abilities
as a preacher earned him the nickname of Chrysostom, the
“Golden-Mouthed”.

If a man or woman had a sense of personal vocation
in the first centuries of the church, then it was to the
monastic life, which did not necessarily entail ordination for
any but the very few priests needed in the great monasteries
of the ancient world. The monasteries were primarily places
of prayer, but from an early stage they often included men
of learning who taught others. It became normal to choose
bishops from among the monks, not only because of their
spiritual lives, but also because they were classically

educated men who had continued into a deep and prayerful
study of the scriptures and the writings of the Fathers before
them. However, even as late as the middle of the ninth
century, it was possible for an Imperial Secretary, a scholar
and statesman to be elected Patriarch of Constantinople
while still a layman, that was St. Photius the Great (c. 810-
c.895).

While the civil service of imperial Byzantium could still
call on highly educated laymen to serve the church and the
state, in much of Western Europe of the so-called dark
ages, learning and scholarship were largely only found in
monasteries. An ordinary parish priest needed at least
sufficient literacy to read the services. Such a priest would
be assisted by other clerics and might invite a boy who
showed promise to become one and start picking up how
to do the services. Such a boy was very often the priest’s
son, but in the west this became increasingly difficult as
celibacy was made compulsory by the end of the 12th

Century. Even in the east however, there was no guarantee
that there would be a job for a boy who had learned the art
of priesthood from his father. The bishop might appoint
somebody else to succeed the father, or the father might die
before the son was old enough for ordination.

So what was our promising young man who felt that
being a priest was preferable to being a peasant going to do
in order to find a job? Here I will be speaking mostly of the
medieval west, because we have more knowledge of
specific cases. The most important thing that our young
clerk had to do was to find a patron. Landowners, who might
be lay noblemen or monasteries, often had the right to
present a candidate for a benefice (i.e., a position for an
ordained person that carried an income), to the bishop for
ordination (if not already ordained), or appointment. The
bishop, or his deputy, would examine the candidate, and if
they were of the right age and had sufficient education,
ordain him. Eventually it was necessary to be able to prove
to a bishop that one had an appointment to go to, a ‘title’ as
it was called. Nobody could be ordained ‘absolutely’ (that
is, on the off-chance that they might find a job). This was a
reminder that ordination is to the service of a particular
community and not just the fulfillment of a personal
ambition.

As time passed, those who decided to make a clerical
career could make themselves more attractive propositions
for important churches by acquiring further education. The
early universities started as settlements of scholars from
religious orders like the Franciscans and Dominicans, but
by the fourteenth century, there were an increasing number
of places in the universities for clerical scholars who were
not monks or friars. William of Wykeham, born of a poor
family in the south of England, rose to become Bishop of
Winchester and Chancellor of England (more or less the
Prime Minister). He also became immensely rich and
founded a college at Oxford (in 1379, but still known as New
College) and a school in

by Heiromonk Gregory

Seminaries:

What Were

and Are

They For?

PART I

(Continued on the next page)
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Winchester to supply it with poor scholars.
Others rose through the cathedrals. A boy with a good

voice might escape poverty by becoming a chorister. As his
voice deepened (much later then than now), he would
undertake other tasks and perhaps be ordained as a Reader
or Acolyte. He might well return to singing when his voice
matured but he might also choose to stay unmarried and
accept ordination to a post in the cathedral or elsewhere.
Such men were well educated in the cathedral schools, and
provided a pool of clerics to fill higher posts in Church and
state. The same was true in Constantinople as we can see
from the numerous pictures of young men without beards
who were the singers and readers in great churches like
Hagia Sophia.

This system produced many able and well educated
clergy for the cathedrals, the city churches and the growing
universities, but many parish clergy had only the absolute
minimum of education to allow them to carry out the
services and hear confessions, they would preach only
rarely. In Greece and Russia it became normal for parishes
to choose a suitable man and send him to the bishop for
ordination. If he was suitable, he was ordained and then
served 40 Liturgies under supervision before being allowed
to go back to his village church.

The weaknesses of the system became apparent in
the period of the Reformation and Counter-Reformation.
Eventually the churches in Reformed and Lutheran
countries came to rely upon a largely university educated
clergy, although the Church of England, for example, still
had many clergy with little formal education, and therefore
little hope of a good appointment. The great Roman Catholic
reforming Council of Trent (1545-63) decreed the setting up
of seminaries in every Roman Catholic diocese. This did not
of course, happen immediately, and most of these early
seminaries were what we would call high schools. Many of
these schools were enlargements of the old cathedral
schools, and concentrated on teaching the arts and
sciences, while also giving more spiritual formation to the
boys who attended them. The discipline tended to be strict
and the schools were often isolated from wider society.

When they were about 18, the boys would move on to
study Philosophy and then Theology for six or seven years.
They would then be old enough (23) to be ordained deacon,
and priest a year later. The major seminary where
philosophy and theology were taught might be in another
town, and at the very least in another building, and only a
minority of the boys moved on to the major seminary.

The Roman Catholic seminary system enormously
improved the educational standards of the non-monastic
clergy as a whole, but left them at an overall lower level than
the highly trained monastic orders and the new orders such
as the Jesuits. The high fliers all became monks or joined
the new orders, while the parish clergy, the vast majority of
Roman Catholic priests, were trained to be respectable,

prayerful and dull.
The advantages of having a more educated clergy

were not lost in early modern Ukraine. The progress of the
Counter-Reformation in Poland left the great majority of the
Orthodox clergy at a painful disadvantage, which is why
many were inveigled into the Union of Berestya in 1598.
Luckily it soon became possible to provide a
counterbalance in the shape of the famous Kyiv Academy
from 1632, and which became a major tool of the reforming
program of St. Petro Mohyla. The Academy deliberately
adopted the ideas of the Roman Catholics, and trained boys
in classical languages, arts and the sciences, and only at
a later date, in theology. In spite of the wide curriculum, the
academy became vitally important in raising the standard
of the education of the clergy, thus helping to reestablish an
Orthodoxy in Ukraine that could give an intellectual account
of itself.

The Kyiv Academy’s influence spread northwards,
especially with the modernizing program of Tsar Peter I.
Reforming bishops such as Stefan (Yavorsky), Feofan
(Prokopovich) and St. Dmitri (Tuptalo) of Rostov were Kyiv
trained Ukrainians who began to revolutionize clergy
education throughout the Russian Empire.

Seminaries in the Russian Empire were very similar to
those of the Roman Catholic Church. They were schools
that might lead their pupils to ordination. Unfortunately,
they were handicapped by the tendency for all parish clergy
to come from the married clergy families. The sons of
priests and deacons virtually had to go to the seminary
where discipline was often brutal, and spiritual formation
largely absent. The Great Reforms of the nineteenth
century did provide some improvement, most especially in
the theological academies in Kyiv, Kazan, Moscow and St
Petersburg, but very often the seminaries were hotbeds of
sedition, as we can see from the education history of Josef
Stalin!

By the mid-nineteenth century, the weaknesses of
relying on the ancient universities were becoming obvious
to many in the Church of England. So colleges were
founded to give some priestly formation. The two major
weaknesses in this system were the shortness of the
course (two or three years), and the fact that those who
already had a theology degree had been taught the subject
in a very academic and detached way. As a result, the
students acquired only a smattering of theology which they
did not always see as being relevant to their future
ministries.

Nowadays Anglican seminaries are experimenting
with part-time training, and a mixture of residential and
nonresidential training. Similarly, Roman Catholic
seminaries have broken away from their old rural isolation,
forged links with secular universities, and encouraged more
professional training in parish and other placements.

There has been a huge revival of seminaries in Russia,
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Ukraine and Belarus; they are gaining state validation once
more and they have numerous students, but are often
critically short of well-trained staff. An interesting
development in Moscow has been the St Tikhon’s
Theological Institute. This very large and well staffed
institution has mainly concentrated on lay training in
Theology and related subjects. However, many of their
formerly part-time students have been ordained on the
strength of this training. These are often older men who have
had another career and are in many cases proving to be
excellent, educated and spiritual priests.

All in all then, the modern seminary scene is very
varied. The old isolated and inward-looking approach, that
also characterized many Orthodox and Byzantine Catholic
seminaries in the USA has disappeared and there is a far
greater willingness to be flexible in patterns of training, such
as those provided by St Sophia Seminary at South Bound
Brook. None of this, however, answers the question as to
what a seminary should or could be doing now.

It is perfectly possible to acquire knowledge of
theology, even of Orthodox theology, without going to a
seminary. The well-known St Stephen’s course of the
Antiochian Metropolia is a good example of a non-seminary
based theology course. There are also universities and
institutes scattered around the world that teach Orthodox
Theology to men and women who are not seminarians. So
if the seminary were to exist simply to provide yet another
theology course, it is difficult to see why this might be
considered necessary. The problem is that theology can
easily become just another academic subject. If Evagrius
of Ponticus was right and the true theologian is one who
prays truly, then theology cannot just be the same as other
academic subjects, it must be taught and studied with
conviction as well as scholarly rigor.

Alumni of seminaries often emphasize how much
theology they had learned by talking to each other. This is
not a negative judgment upon the faculty; who also often join

in the “out of school” discussions. The fact is that lectures
can only go so far, discussion in smaller or larger groups
based on informed reading is the way that most adults
learn, and people over 18 are adults. My lectures to the
Institute of Orthodox Christian Studies in Cambridge have
been circulated widely on tapes, but recordings cannot
supply the informal talks which the original audience had
with each other and with me then. For those who were not
there, only a part of the total experience is accessible.

As those who have left home to go to college and/or
seminary will know, one of the most important features of
residential higher education is the chance to spark off one
another. Another vital part of that experience is going to be
access to library facilities. How do you read round a topic
if you cannot afford the books or they are out of print, and
you cannot reach a specialist theological library?
Correspondence courses give sections from major works,
but this is no substitute to reading the whole book. It is
perfectly possible to compile passages from the books of
the late Fr John Meyendorff, but that is not the same as
following the whole of his argument through one or more of
his books.

I have mentioned the “mixed economy” of residential
and nonresidential education. One way to do this is to have
short periods of residence, weekends for example, and
perhaps a longer summer school. Another is to follow such
part-time or even correspondence courses for a year or
more, and then have an intensive year’s residence. In such
a way, the expense and disruption entailed, most
especially by those already married and with children, may
be minimized.

Of course, all this begs the question, why study
theology? All we need in the parishes is a priest who can
serve the Divine Liturgy, and perhaps vespers and matins,
hear confessions and preach short sermons. What does he
need theology for?

Even short sermons need to be food for the people of
God, and hearing confessions entails
giving advice. The theology that is
needed for these is not a set of cut and
dried academic answers but a
conscious faith that can communicate
God to other people. In discussion and
writing we learn to communicate, in
prayer we grow in faith, and in
deepening our knowledge of scripture
and tradition we grow in knowledge of
God that we may then communicate to
others. The modern world values
education, so much so that you will see
many advertisements for colleges on
television. The numbers of people who
continue their education beyond high
school grow ever greater; why should
these people be expected to be content
with priests who cannot even begin to
talk to them on the same level?

(Continued in the next issue)
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²ç äæåðåë Ñâÿòî¿ Òðàäèö³¿:

ÑÂßÒ² ÏÅÒÐÎ ² ÏÀÂËÎ

Ïðàâîñëàâíà Öåðêâà â³äçíà÷àº ïàì’ÿòü ñâÿòèõ,
ñëàâíèõ ³ íàéïåðøèõ ñåðåä àïîñòîë³â - Ïåòðà ³ Ïàâëà 29
÷åðâíÿ /12 ëèïíÿ. Âàæëèâ³ñòü öüîãî ñâÿòà ï³äêðåñëåíà òèì,
ùî éîãî ïîïåðåäæóº ï³ñò. Ö³êàâî, ùî öèì äâîì âåëèêèì
ñâÿòèì íå ïðèçíà÷åíî êîæíîìó îêðåìèé äåíü, à çãàäóþòüñÿ
âîíè ðàçîì.

Íàéäàâí³øå äæåðåëî, â ÿêîìó çãàäóºòüñÿ öå ñâÿòî,
º Ìàðòèðîëîã³ÿ ªðåì³¿ ³ç 354 ð. Öåé ðóêîïèñ ãîâîðèòü ïðî
ì³ñöåâå â³äçíà÷åííÿ ñëóæáîþ Áîæîþ ïàì’ÿòè ñâÿòèõ Ïåòðà
³ Ïàâëà ó 258 ðîö³. Öå áóâ ð³ê íàéæîðñòîê³øîãî ïåðåñë³äó-
âàííÿ õðèñòèÿíñòâà ï³ä ðèìñüêèì ³ìïåðàòîðîì Âàëåð³ÿíîì.
Ïðèïóñêàþòü, ùî õðèñòèÿíè, áîÿ÷èñÿ, ùî ìîãèëè öèõ íàéïî-
÷åñí³øèõ ñâÿòèõ ìîæóòü áóòè ïîðóøåí³ ³ çíåâàæåí³, ïåðå-
íåñëè òë³íí³ îñòàíêè Ïåòðà ç Âàòèêàíñüêèõ ã³ð, à Ïàâëà ç
äîðîãè äî Îñò³¿ ³ ñõîâàëè ¿õ â êàòàêîìáàõ ñâ. Ñåâàñò³ÿíà.
Òàì âîíè ¿õ ïðèõîâóâàëè, àæ äîêè ³ç ñìåðòþ Âàëåð³ÿíà
ïåðåñë³äóâàííÿ íå çàê³í÷èëîñÿ. Òîä³, 29-ãî ÷åðâíÿ, ìîù³
óðî÷èñòîþ ïðîöåñ³ºþ ïîâåðíåíî íà ì³ñöå ¿õ ïåðâ³ñíîãî
ïîõîâàííÿ, ³ òàê öå ì³ñöåâå ðèìñüêå ñâÿòî ñòàëî ñâÿòîì ïî
âñüîìó õðèñòèÿíñüêîìó ñâ³ò³.

Íàì áàãàòî â³äîìî ïðî æèòòÿ öèõ äâîõ àïîñòîë³â ³ç
Ñâÿòîãî Ïèñüìà, ³ç “Ä³é ñâÿòèõ àïîñòîë³â” òà ³ç ¿õí³õ âëàñíèõ
ïîñëàíü. Â ðîçïîâ³äÿõ Ñâÿòîãî Ïèñüìà Ïåòðî îïèñàíèé ÿê
àïîñòîë, ÿêèé ÷àñòî áðàâ ³í³ö³ÿòèâó â ñâî¿ ðóêè, ³ òèì ñàìèì
ïðèéìàâ ðîëþ ïðîâ³äíèêà. Öå æ ÿêðàç íà Ïåòðîâ³ (³ì’ÿ
ÿêîãî îçíà÷àº “ñêàëà”) Õðèñòîñ îá³öÿâ çáóäóâàòè ³ éîìó
äîâ³ðèòè Ñâîþ Öåðêâó, äàþ÷è éîìó êëþ÷³ â³ä Öàðñòâà
Íåáåñíîãî. Â “Ä³ÿõ ñâÿòèõ àïîñòîë³â” Ïåòðî çîáðàæåíèé, ÿê
íåîñïîðèìèé ïðîâ³äíèê ïåðâ³ñíî¿ Öåðêâè, ÿêèé çàðàäè
Õðèñòà ïåðåòåðï³â êîëîñàëüí³ íåäîñòàòêè ³ ïåðåñë³äóâàííÿ.

Íà ïðîòÿç³ ðîê³â òðàäèö³éíî ââàæàëîñÿ, ùî Ïåòðî,
ïðèáóâøè äî Ðèìó – ñòîëèö³ ³ìïåð³¿, ñòàâ ¿¿ ïåðøèì Ïàïîþ.
Àëå öå íå ìîæå â³äïîâ³äàòè ïðàâä³, áî Ïàïà º ºïèñêîïîì
Ðèìó. À çà àïîñòîëüñüêèõ ÷àñ³â àïîñòîë³â í³êîëè íå ââàæàëè

ºïèñêîïàìè. Ïåðøèì Ïàïîþ áóâ ÷îëîâ³ê, ÿêîãî
Ïåòðî âñòàíîâèâ ñâî¿ì íàñë³äíèêîì ³ “íàäçè-
ðàòåëåì” Öåðêâè â Ðèì³. Ïîìèëêîâî º ââàæàòè
Ïàïó Ðèìñüêîãî îäèíîêèì íàñë³äíèêîì Ïåòðà.
Ïåðåä Ðèìîì Ïåòðî ïîáóâàâ ó ªðóñàëèì³, ³ â
Àíò³îõ³¿, ³ ö³ äâ³ ïàòð³ÿðõ³¿ ìàþòü òàêå æ, à ìîæå ³
ùå á³ëüøå ïðàâî íàçèâàòè ñåáå îñ³äêàìè Ïåòðà.
Ïðàâîñëàâíà Öåðêâà çàâæäè ââàæàëà, ùî íå ñàì
Ïåòðî, à éîãî â³ðà áóëà ò³ºþ ñêàëîþ, ïðî ÿêó ãîâîðèâ
Õðèñòîñ. ² ñàìå öþ â³ðó Ïåòðîâó óíàñë³äèëè âñ³
ïðàâîâ³ðí³ ºïèñêîïè Öåðêâè.  Ïåòðà ðîçï’ÿòî ãîëî-
âîþ âíèç ïîçà áðàìàìè Ðèìó, ó öèðêó Íåðîíà íà
Âàòèêàíñüêèõ ãîðáàõ á³ëÿ 64 ð. ï³ñëÿ Íàðîäæåííÿ
Õðèñòà.

Ïàâëî áóâ ôàðèñåºì ³ç ïëåìåí³ Âåí’ÿ-
ì³íîâîãî. Â³í ìàâ äîáðó æèä³âñüêó ðàáèíñüêó îñâ³òó,
³ ïåðåä ñâî¿ì íàâåðíåííÿì íà õðèñòèÿíñòâî âèïå-
ðåäæóâàâ óñ³õ ó ïåðåñë³äóâàíí³ ðàííüî¿ õðèñòèÿí-
ñüêî¿ Öåðêâè. Ôàêòè ç éîãî æèòòÿ â³äîì³ íàì ³ç
“Ä³é ñâ. àïîñòîë³â” òà ç éîãî âëàñíèõ ïîñëàíü. Â
äîðîç³ äî Äàìàñêó (Ä³¿ 9:1-9) éîìó ç’ÿâèâñÿ Âîñêðå-
ñëèé Õðèñòîñ, ³ öå â³äðàçó ö³ëêîâèòî çì³íèëî éîãî
æèòòÿ. Ï³ñëÿ òðüîõ ðîê³â ñàì³òíîñò³ â ïóñòåë³ Àðàá³¿,
â³í ïîðèíóâ ó ³íòåíñèâíó ì³ñ³îíåðñüêó ä³ÿëüí³ñòü. Â³í
ïåðøèé ç àïîñòîë³â ïðîïîâ³äóâàâ Ñâÿòå Ïèñüìî
ñåðåä ³íøèõ íàðîä³â (ñåáòî íå æèä³â). Ä³éøëî äî
ñóïåðå÷êè ïðî òå, ÷è ðàíí³ õðèñòèÿíè ìàëè
íàâåðòàòè íàðîäè íà õðèñòèÿíñòâî áåçïîñåðåäíüî,
÷è ò³ ïîâèíí³ áóëè ïåðøå ñòàâàòè æèäàìè (÷åðåç
îáð³çàííÿ). Â öüîìó ïèòàíí³ íà ïåðøîìó Öåðêîâíîìó
Ñîáîð³ â ªðóñàëèì³, Ïàâëî çàéíÿâ ïðîòèëåæíå
ñòàíîâèùå äî Ïåòðà. Â ö³é ñóïåðå÷ö³ ïåðåìîãëî
â÷åííÿ Ïàâëà, ³ â³í ïðîäîâæóâàâ ñâîþ ì³ñ³îíåðñüêó
ä³ÿëüí³ñò. Êîëè éîãî âê³íö³ àðåøòîâàíî ³ îñêàðæåíî
â³í ïî ïðàâó äîìàãàâñÿ, ùîá éîãî, ÿê ðèìñüêîãî
ãðîìàäÿíèíà, ñóäèëè â Ðèì³. Òàì éîãî çàñóäèëè
íà ñìåðòü óñ³êíîâåííÿì ãîëîâè. Ïîõîâàíî éîãî ïîçà
áðàìàìè Ðèìó, äåñü ó 67 ðîö³ ïî Õðèñò³.

Íàøà Öåðêâà ââàæàº îáèäâîõ öèõ àïîñ-
òîë³â, ÿê îäíàêîâî âàæëèâèõ ³ âåëè÷íèõ. Çàâäÿêè
¿õí³é áëèçüêîñò³ äî Õðèñòà, ³ çíàþ÷è Éîãî îñîáèñòî,
âîíè îòðèìàëè â³ä Íüîãî ïîâíå îá’ÿâëåííÿ. Öå
ïåðâ³ñíå îá’ÿâëåííÿ ñê³í÷èëîñÿ ³ç ñìåðòþ îñòàííüîãî
àïîñòîëà, ³ â³ä òîä³ Öåðêâà òëóìà÷èòü ³ ðîç’ÿñíþº
öå ÿâèùå. Òîìó, ùî íà öèõ äâîõ àïîñòîë³â äèâèëèñÿ
ÿê íà ïðîâ³äíèê³â, ÿêðàç ÷åðåç íèõ, ÿê ³ ÷åðåç ³íøèõ
àïîñòîë³â, ïåðåäàíî çåðíî â³ðè Öåðêâ³ ³ íàì,
ñüîãîäí³.

î. Äåíèñ Êðèñòîô
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On the Church’s Guidelines for Holy Communion

Confession and Communion

The Orthodox Church’s basic guidelines for
confession before communion are enumerated below.
However, that being said, we also must acknowledge that
there have been different practices from one local church to
another regarding the relationship of confession to
communion as well. Although the Orthodox tradition as a
whole makes no theological requirement of confession
before every partaking of communion “under any
circumstance”, most Orthodox Dioceses require taking
confession at least once a year even if one is a regular
communicant of the Church for their own spiritual welfare.
One Orthodox Patriarchate has frequent confession side by
side with frequent communion, encouraging frequent
communion but requiring confession before each partaking.
Other patriarchates and dioceses do not require confession
for regular communicants outside of mortal sin or lapse in
attendance. With regard to those who have not committed
a sin which separates one from the Church (i.e. sins which
are, as St. John the Theologian says, “not unto death” that
we may simply “pray about” for forgiveness (cf. 1 John 5),
and who commune regularly after preparing to the best of
their ability, they are not required, unless bid so by their
spiritual father, to partake of the Sacrament of Confession
before each partaking of the Eucharist, as
canon 80 of the 6th Ecumenical Council
indicates. As St. Basil the Great has
taught us, there is that sin which
separates us because we have been
overcome by it (and this requires
confession), and on the other hand, is
the common sin which is overcome daily
through prayer and through other pious
means by grace, enabling the person to
remain in the regular life of the Church.
This is in accord with the teachings of
St. John the Theologian, that “there is
sin unto death…all unrighteousness is
sin, but there is sin not unto death” (1
John 5.16-17). In this passage, St.
John states that if anyone sees his
brother sinning sin which is “not unto
death” (i.e. non-mortal sins) and prays
about it, it will be forgiven. However, St.
John also points out that there is “Sin
which is unto death” for which simple or
private prayer is not enough. For this,
there is Penance, which includes
reparation as much as possible as well as

practices to make well the deep sickness in our soul that
results from mortal sin (i.e. “sin unto death), culminating in
a verbal confession of sins to the Church in the Mystery of
Christ of Binding and Loosing to the person of the priest and
being obedient in penitence.

Nevertheless, although no set time has ever been
established for confession throughout the whole Church,
frequent confession is encouraged for anyone who derives
spiritual benefit from doing it more, if in accord with one’s
spiritual father, since the same canon states that different
methods and spiritual medicines and frequency of spiritual
medicine will differ from person to person. St. Symeon of
Thessalonica recommends for most to go once a month.
Another father recommends at least four times per year. As
stated before, most dioceses either mandate or
recommend going no less than once a year. Once a person
receives the Mystery of Holy Confession (Holy
Repentance) in a proper manner (i.e. not hiding any mortal
sin during the confession - see below for instances in which
confession must be taken before communion), he or she
should as soon as possible receive communion, since
communion is the seal of all things and unites us back fully
to the Church.

Laws of the Church (Canon Law)

As for the laws of the Church, by canon
law one must partake of the Mystery of
Repentance (i.e. Confession, in which

mortal or grievous sins must be specifically
confessed vocally to one’s confessor -

“confess your sins one to another,” cf. Can 5
of 7th Ecumenical Council), and fulfill any

penances before partaking of Communion
under the following circumstances:
1.       Is in a state of mortal sin. There are
some sins which by their grievous nature
cause spiritual and psychological patholo-

gies which are harmful to themselves
and others (if there is a pattern of the
following it indicates that a serious
pathology of one or both types is
already there): Blasphemy, denial of
Christ, apostasy, idolatry, the denial of

the goodness of God’s Creation,
sacrilege including the spurning of the
sacraments, sorcery and witchcraft,
murder, pedophilia, bestiality, bisexu-
ality and homosexual sins, adultery,

theft and other acts of covetousness and

14 Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî Ðiê LVI  ×èñ. VII-VIII, ëèïåíü-ñåðïåíü, 2006



Ukrainian Orthodox Word

greed, bearing false witness against neighbor (perjury and
other related sins), intentional harm to the human body
whether alive or dead, whether yourself or another’s,
substance abuse, extortion; grievous unrepentant and
uncorrected acts of disrespect/reviling toward Christ, his
Church, bishop, priest, parents, spouse, police and other
authority figures, and uncorrected acts of schism and
divisiveness within the Church (cf. 1 Cor. 5.11, 6.9-10; Can.
2-4 of St. Gregory Nyssa and Canons of St. Basil).
2. In a state of uncorrected sin which has caught the
upper hand and has ballooned out of
control and caused pathology and cut
one off from the life in Christ. Because
many have a difficult time recognizing
this in themselves, confrontational
intervention from pastors, therapists,
and loved ones may be needed. Canon
2 of Antioch is very clear: “As for all
those persons who enter the church
and listen to the sacred scriptures, but
who fail to commune in prayer together
and at the same time with the laity, or
who shun the participation of the
Eucharist, in accordance with some
irregularity, we decree that these persons be cast out of the
Church until, after going to confession and exhibiting fruits
of repentance, and begging for forgiveness, they succeed in
obtaining a pardon. Furthermore, we decree that
communion with those excluded from communion is not
allowed, nor in another church is it to be allowed to admit
[to communion] those who have no admittance to another
[Orthodox] church.” The reason for this is not to be “too
strict”, but rather that the person may not acquire sickness
or death for partaking of Communion in a state of
separation, “for one who eats or drinks unworthily eats and

drinks condem-
nation to himself,
not discerning the
Lord’s Body. For
this cause many
are weak and
sickly among
you, and many
sleep [i.e. have
died]” (1 Cor.
11.29-30). One
may be put under
penance, not al-
lowed to go to
communion, until

they have “cleaned up their act” with regard to sin. This
allows time to be restored through spiritual exercises to
move once again into a state of preparedness to receive.
3. Also requiring reconciliation through penitence and
confession are those who have not partaken of communion
(Can. 9 of the Apostles and Can. 2 of Antioch), or failed to
go to his own parish for three or more Sundays in a row
without “grave necessity”, health difficulties or for reason of
great distance in travel (Can 80 of the 6th Ecumenical

Council). Once a person knows of this statute he or she is
bound to go to confession and after receiving the absolution
and blessing of the priest to partake of Communion as
regularly as possible.
4. If any are currently under penance they must fulfill the
time of penance and receive release and absolution prior to
partaking of communion or otherwise are to be formally
excommunicated for a greater period of time (Apostolic
Can. and Nic .An. 25).

St. Nicholas Cabasilas (14th c.) says: “We must resort
to the priests on account of our sins so that we may drink
of the cleansing Blood. But … we should by no means
commit great offenses thereby bringing guilt upon ourselves
so as to be excluded from the Holy Table. It is the impious
who disrespectfully approach the sacred gifts after
committing a sin unto death; but those who are not afflicted
with such diseases [i.e. those who have not committed
mortal sins] may not rightly flee from that Bread. For
those who are still in their wills fighting its coals, it is right
to beware of the Fire and not receive Christ to dwell with
them until they have been reconciled to Him. Those whose
wills are rightly disposed but who are sickly in other
respects have need of the strengthening medicine (i.e. Holy
Communion), and should themselves be taken to Him who
gives spiritual health, and who ‘has borne our infirmities and
carried our diseases” (Life in Christ 6.14).

by Rev. Harry Linsinbigler

“As St. Basil the Great has taught us, there is that sin
which separates us because we have been overcome
by it (and this requires confession), and on the other
hand, [there] is the common sin which is overcome
daily through prayer and through other pious means by
grace, enabling the person to remain in the regular life
of the Church.”
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So, it’s summertime and life is a
little less rushed. That is, of course,
unless your children are not on a baseball
or soccer team, taking extended dance or
music lessons, or enrolled in a
specialized camp. Now, instead of waking
early and hurriedly getting the kids onto
their school buses, which eventually
would leave you with at least a few hours
to accomplish something, you may be
sleeping a little later only to spend the rest
of the day dropping off, picking up, or
cheering on your child in a myriad of
activities, leaving you no time to
accomplish anything
substantial. Somehow
you squeeze in doing
the endless summer
laundry, and some-
times you may even
eke out time for meals.
(The chlorine smell that
everyone notices when
they walk into our house is
not from our swimming
pool. It is from the
bucket of bleach
water that is always
full of soaking sports
clothes.)

Worst of all
is when you finally have a few hours at
home and you start being pestered with,
“Mom, I’m bored,” or, “I want to do
something fun.” You, in the meantime, are
worn out from all of the organized fun you
are paying for your kids to enjoy.
Suggesting cutting the grass or cleaning
their rooms only buys you a brief respite
from the hounding. They usually have
enough sense to walk away once you start
suggesting productive activities, but you
know they will eventually return with the
same lament. Their age determines how
much of a lull you will get between
moanings.

If you are lucky enough, as I am,
to have college students as well, you get
to add yet another dimension to summer
life. Piles of dorm room supplies and
bedding are sitting in the boxes and bags
that brought them back to you, dirty and
waiting, I suppose, for the maid to deal
with. When confronted with this, the
student will say, “But I’ll be taking them
back again in August,” as if it’s perfectly
fine to leave them for everyone to trip over

daily for the next three months.
Unfortunately, those three months

pass rather quickly and before you realize
it, it is time once again to start buying
markers and notebooks and shoes for
school. Instead of carting your kids to their
summer commitments, you now fill the
hours with running from WalMart to Target
to Office Max looking for the  1-3/4" orange
binder that does not exist. In tow, you have
the reluctant student who still wants to be
doing “something fun.” Buying new school
supplies has a limited appeal - for
everyone, particularly when teachers

require such unique items that
even Google tells you they

cannot be found.
In between the beginning

of summer fun and the end
of summer back to school
race, you might have the
pleasure of enjoying a
family vacation. We don’t
take these very often. I’ve
always maintained that I
have no desire to take this
show on the road, and about
five or six hours into any trip,
I find myself wondering why

I ever conceded this time
around. Not only does the bickering

continue, no matter the ages, (“Mom, he
just flipped my pop can upside down and
now I can’t open it for ten minutes,”) but
now you find yourself in a confined space
with nowhere to escape, which is only
slightly better than being in the middle of
McDonald’s for the whole world to enjoy.
Sleeping arrangements in a hotel room are
a whole other challenge, as is, in fact, just
sleeping somewhere else, but I won’t even
go there! Yes, I am usually fairly happy to
get back home after a summer vacation, all
refreshed and ready to face days of
unpacking suitcases and washing dirty
clothes. To again be on home turf to deal
with, “Mom, I’m bored,” just helps me
settle in for another year of challenges.

I have to continually remind
myself, however, that although I see them
as challenges, they are not the kind of real
challenges that so many other families
have to face on a daily basis. This past year
I had several experiences that made me
realize just how fortunate I am. The reality
that other families contend with hit me
squarely in the face on both of those

A View
of Our
World

by
Dobrodiyka
Barbara Kristof
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occasions.
In November I spent a day “in jail”

in a local hotel conference room raising
funds for the Muscular Dystrophy
Association. Although it was not
something that I initially wanted to do, I
decided that I would participate in honor of
my cousin who has a son with Duchenne’s
Syndrome, a fatal form of Muscular
Dystrophy. Confined to a wheelchair at the
age of 13, my cousin is as a result of his
son’s illness spending his free time
widening the doorway and remodeling the
bathroom. This is so his wife doesn’t have
to carry their son such a long distance to
help him take care of basic human needs.
He has already installed a motorized chair
lift for the stairway, which will buy him the
time he needs to convert a first floor room
into a bedroom for his son. His life
expectancy is 20, at best.

In June I worked on a Relay for Life
team in our high school football stadium,
which is sponsored by the American
Cancer Society. I chose to accept this
challenge in memory of my father who died
in 2003 of prostate cancer. I purchased a
luminary in his name and while making the
silent walk around the track during the
memorial part of the event, I found myself
choking up, particularly when his name
was flashed on the scoreboard.

Surprisingly, even more emo-
tional for me was the survivor portion of the
program. Three children, each from three
separate families, aged four, eleven and
16, spoke about their battles with this
horrific disease and the struggles they
and their families have faced in the
process. Sitting stoically with or
behind each of these children was a
Mom, a Dad, or both, eyes welled
with tears, and pride emanating from
their very being. Their children are
survivors - for the moment. I say that
because I am familiar with one of the
children who is suffering from metastisized
bone cancer, something their families,
classmates and teachers all know.
Although my children have given me
plenty of opportunities to be extremely
proud, I have never had the kind of pride
that was reflected in those parents’ eyes
that evening. Their children have
accomplished something magnificent.
Even though they may be bald and
wearing baseball caps, they are alive to

greet another day.
I am truly blessed, and I need to

thank God every day for the normal
challenges He presents me. During the
summer months, on the rare occasions
when I can be alone with my thoughts, like
in the shower or pulling weeds, (heaven
knows the kids won’t be alongside me if
I’m working), I try to take one of those quiet
minutes to talk to God and let Him know I
appreciate my life. I appreciate the
bickering because the kids are not
attached to a breathing tube and are free
to say whatever is on their minds. I
appreciate the boredom because they
aren’t confined to a wheelchair and
dependant on me for every move they
make. I even appreciate being a taxi
service because I’m not rushing anyone off
to a hospital room. I am filling summer
hours with experiences that will enrich
each of my children’s lives, not clinging to
experiences that will hopefully bring them
a few more years of life. I spend my
summer being truly blessed.

“I try

to take one

of those

quiet

minutes

to talk

to God, and

let Him know

I appreciate

my life.”
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Journeys to sacred places have, from ancient days,
always been a part of the Christian experience. Those who
in the early ages of Slavic Christianity made the journey to
the City of Peace, Jerusalem, for the purpose of visiting
sacred places associated with the life of Christ, His All Holy
Mother and the apostles came to be known as “palomnyky”,
which derives from the word for palm, a portion of
which they brought back with them as a holy
memento of their visit. Christian nations in the East
and West eventually were blessed with sacred
places set aside to which the faithful made
pilgrimage. Notable places of pilgrimage in Ukraine
are the city of Kyiv itself, the Pechersk Monastery
[Monastery of the Caves] and in the West, the
Pochaiv Monastery, to mention only a few.

Orthodox Christian places of pilgrimage are
not uncommon here in the USA. On the Sunday after
the Resurrection, the Sunday of St. Thomas,
thousands make the trek to the grounds of the UOC
in the USA, located in South Bound Brook and
Franklin Township, NJ, for two days devoted to
sharing, via prayer, hearing the Gospel and
participating in the Holy Mysteries, the joyful
message of “Christ is risen” with those of blessed
memory, men and women of faith, interred in the
hallowed grounds of St. Andrew Cemetery. During
these days, the holy relics, the epitrachilion of the
Holy Metropolitan Petro Mohyla of Kyiv and those of
the Venerable Job of Pochaiv, enshrined in the St. Andrew
Memorial Church, are venerated by the faithful.

Other such Orthodox Christian places of pilgrimage,
though not numerous, are found throughout the USA,
among them Holy Myrrh-Bearers Women’s Monastic
Community, Otego, NY, to which His Eminence
Archbishop Antony journeyed on Saturday, May 6th of this
year, at the invitation of Mother Raphaela and the nuns, to
preside at the community’s Patronal Feast.

The solemnities of the day began in this pustynia
[spiritual desert] with Hours, chanted by the nuns. At the
conclusion of the 6th Hour of Prayer, His Eminence was
greeted by the Abbess [Ihumenia] of the community,
Mother Raphaela, and Fr. John Udics. Escorting His
Eminence to the Holy of Holies were Frs. John Udics, Frank
Estocin, Vincent Savarino and Jason Kappenadze. Prior to
the Liturgy, His Eminence tonsured Sister Mary to the rank
of Ryasofor. Other clergy in attendance were: Frs. John
Eissmann, Sister Mary’s parish priest, Fr. Zinovyj Zharsky
and Fr. Timothy Holowatch. Attending the Liturgy were
some 60 pilgrims, who journeyed from Pennsylvania, New
Jersey and New York to witness the day’s sacred events.

In his homily, His Eminence focused on the first Myrrh-
Bearers, to whom the Resurrection of Christ Jesus was first
announced and who were commissioned to take that Good
News to the Apostles and to others. His Eminence noted
the work of the Sisters of Holy Myrrbearers Monastery in
bringing the good news of the risen Son of God to not only
the people in their area, but throughout the USA, via their
contact with many Orthodox parishes, and thanked
Almighty God for the blessing of adding another committed
soul to the community in the person of the handmaiden of
God, Sister Mary, whose journey to the fullness of Faith
began several years ago, during her labors as a nun in the

Episcopalian Church.
Those present enjoyed a post-Liturgy social in the

Monastery refectory and shared food prepared by the
pilgrims and brought to the monastery. During this
segment, His Eminence Archbishop Antony had the
opportunity to meet and converse with all the nuns, clergy
and pilgrims, and become acquainted with the various
aspects of the life and mission of this monastic community.
At 1 p.m., His Eminence led the community in the chanting
of the Akathist to the Holy Myrrhbearers, thanked the
community and pilgrims for their hospitality, shared some
of his most vivid memories from his visits to the faithful in
Ukraine following the fall of Communism, and departed for
his next archpastoral visitation.

What impresses one is the simple beauty of this
haven of peace, nestled in the Adirondacks. May Christ our
true God, whose flight to and stay in Egypt nourished the
desert with myriads of vocations to the monastic life, may
He, through the prayers of His All Holy Mother, and those
of the holy monastic saints, preserve the Holy Monastic
Community of Myrrhbearers, strengthen their mission in
this country and nourish this land of America with authentic
monastic communities.

Journey to a
Sacred Place

Archbishop Antony became acquainted with the various aspects of the
life and mission of Holy Myrrbearers monastic community during his visit.
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Ç äàâíèõ äàâåí ïîäîðæ³ äî ñâÿòèõ ì³ñöü, àáî
ïðîù³, çàâæäè áóëè ÷àñòèíîþ æèòòÿ õðèñòèÿíèíà. Òèõ,
ùî â äàâí³õ ÷àñàõ ñëîâ’ÿíñüêîãî õðèñòèÿíñòâà, ïî-
äîðîæóâàëè äî “ì³ñòà ìèðó” - ªðóñàëèìó, ùîá â³äâ³äàòè
ñâÿò³ ì³ñöÿ, ïîâ’ÿçàí³ ç æèòòÿì Õðèñòà, Éîãî Ïðåñâÿòî¿
Ìàòåð³ ³ àïîñòîë³â, ïî÷àëè çâàòè “ïàëîìíèêàìè”. Ñàìà
öÿ íàçâà ïîõîäèòü â³ä ñëîâà “ïàëüìà”, ãàëóçêó ÿêî¿ âî-
íè ïðèíîñèëè ç ñîáîþ äîäîìó, ÿê ñâÿòèé ñïîãàä ïðî
¿õíþ ïîäîðîæ. Çãîäîì ó âñ³õ õðèñòèÿíñüêèõ íàðîä³â
Cõîäó ³ Çàõîäó ç’ÿâèëèñÿ ñâÿò³ ì³ñöÿ, äî ÿêèõ â³ðí³ õîäèëè
íà ïðîù³. Íàéá³ëüø â³äîì³ ì³ñöÿ ïàëîìíèöòâà â Óêðà¿í³,
íàçâàòè á ëèøå íàéãîëîâí³ø³, º ñàì Êè¿â, Êèºâî-
Ïå÷åðñüêà Ëàâðà òà, â Çàõ³äí³é Óêðà¿í³, Ïî÷à¿âñüêà
Ëàâðà.

Òóò ó ÑØÀ òàêîæ ìîæíà çíàéòè ïðàâîñëàâí³
õðèñòèÿíñüê³ ì³ñöÿ ïàëîìíèöòâà. Òèæäåíü ï³ñëÿ Âåëè-
êîäíÿ, íà Ïðîâîäè (Ôîìèíó íåä³ëþ) òèñÿ÷³ ïðèáóâàþòü
äî îñåðåäêó Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ,
ùî çíàõîäèòüñÿ â Ñàâò Áàâíä Áðóêó, ùîá ÷åðåç ìîëèòâó,
ñëóõàííÿ Ñâÿòîãî Ïèñüìà ³ ïðèéíÿòòÿ Ñâÿòèõ Òà¿íñòâ
ðîçä³ëèòè ç³ ñâî¿ìè ïîê³éíèìè, ïîõîâàíèìè íà îñâÿ÷å-
íîìó öâèíòàð³ ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ â³ðíèìè,  ðàä³ñíó íîâèíó, ùî
ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÂÎÑÊÐÅÑ! Ó ö³ äí³ ïðî÷àíè ìàþòü íàãîäó
ïîêëîíèòèñÿ ñâÿòèì ìîùàì - ºï³òðàõ³ëÿì ñâÿòîãî Ìèòðî-
ïîëèòà Êè¿âñüêîãî Ïåòðà Ìîãèëè òà ïðåïîäîáíîãî ²îâà
Ïî÷à¿âñüêîãî, ùî çáåð³ãàþòüñÿ ó öåðêâ³-ïàì’ÿòíèêó ñâ.
Àíäð³ÿ.

Íà òåðåí³ ÑØÀ ìîæíà çóñòð³òè é ³íø³ ì³ñöÿ
ïàëîìíèöòâà, õî÷ ¿õ íå òàê áàãàòî. Ì³æ íèìè – Æ³íî÷èé
ìîíàñòèð Ñâÿòèõ Æîí-Ìèðîíîñèöü ó ì.Îòå´î, øò. Íþ
Éîðê. Òóäè, íà çàïðîøåííÿ Ìàòåð³ ²ãóìåí³ Ðàôà³ëè ³
÷åðíèöü, ïðèáóâ Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåííèé Àðõèºïèñêîï
Àíòîí³é 6-ãî òðàâíÿ ö.ð,, ùîá î÷îëèòè â³äïðàâè õðàìî-
âîãî ñâÿòà ö³º¿ ãðîìàäè.

Óðî÷èñòîñò³ â ö³é “ïóñòåë³” ðîçïî÷àëèñÿ ×àñàìè,
ùî ¿ñ ñï³âàëè ñàì³ ÷åðíèö³. Ïî çàê³í÷åíí³ Øîñòîãî ×àñó,
Ìàòè ²ãóìåíÿ ³ î. Äæàí Óä³ñ ïðèâ³òàëè Éîãî Âèñîêîïðå-

îñâÿùåíñòâî ³ ïðîâåëè éîãî äî Ñâÿòîãî Ñâÿòèõ, äå
âæå ÷åêàëè îòö³ Ôðàíêî ²ñòî÷èí, Â³êåíò³é Ñàâàð³íî ³
Äæåéñîí Êàïïåíàäçå. ²íø³ îòö³, ùî ñï³âñëóæèëè, áóëè
î. Äæàí Àéñìàí (ñâÿùåíèê ç ïàðàô³¿ ñåñòðè Ìàð³¿), î.
Ç³íîâ³é Æàðñüêèé òà î. Òèìîô³é Ãîëîâà÷. Ïåðåä Ñâ.
Ë³òóðã³ºþ Âëàäèêà ïîñòðèã ñåñòðó Ìàð³þ ó ñàí
ðÿñîôîðíî¿. Ïðèñóòí³ìè áóëî á³ëÿ 60 ïðî÷àí, ùî ïðèáóëè
ç Ïåíñèëüâàí³¿, Íþ Äæåðç³ ³ Íþ Éîðêó, ùîá áóòè
ñâ³äêàìè öèõ ìîëèòîâíèõ óðî÷èñòîñòåé.

Ó ñâî¿é ïðîïîâ³ä³ Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåííèé Âëà-
äèêà Àíòîí³é ãîâîðèâ ïðî æîí-ìèðîíîñèöü, ÿêèì
ïåðøèì áóëî ñïîâ³ùåíî ïðî Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ Õðèñòîâå, ³
ÿêèì áóëî äîðó÷åíî ïðèíåñòè òó ðàä³ñíó â³ñòêó àïîñòî-
ëàì òà ³íøèì. Âëàäèêà Àðõèºïèñêîï ï³äêðåñëèâ, ùî
ïðàöÿ Ñåñòåð Ñâÿòîãî Ìîíàñòèðÿ Æîí-Ìèðîíîñèöü
äîíîñèòü äîáðó íîâèíó ïðî Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ Ñèíà Áîæîãî
íå ëèøå ì³ñöåâèì ëþäÿì, àëå, çàâäÿêè ¿õí³ì çâ’ÿçêàì
ç áàãàòüìà ïðàâîñëàâíèìè ïàðàô³ÿìè, ³ ëþäÿì ïî âñ³é
Àìåðèö³. Â³í ïîäÿêóâàâ Âñåìîãóòíüîìó Ãîñïîäåâ³ çà òå,
ùî çâîëèâ, ùîá ³ùå îäíà â³äääàíà äóøà ïðèºäíà-
ëàñÿ äî ö³º¿ ãðîìàäè, à ñàìå Ñåñòðà Ìàð³ÿ, ÿêî¿ øëÿõ
äî ïîâíîòè Â³ðè ïî÷àâñÿ ê³ëüêà ðîê³â òîìó, êîëè âîíà
áóëà ÷åðíèöåþ â Åïèñêîïàëüí³é öåðêâ³.

Âñ³õ ïðèñóòí³õ ÷àñòóâàëè, ï³ñëÿ Ñëóæáè Áîæî¿,
ïðî÷àíè  ïðèíåñåíèìè íèìè ç äîìó ïîãîùåííÿìè. Ï³ä
÷àñ öüîãî ÷àñó Âèñîêîïðåîñâÿùåííèé Âëàäèêà ìàâ
íàãîäó ïîçíàéîìèòèñÿ ³ ïîðîçìîâëÿòè ç óñ³ìà ÷åðíèöÿ-
ìè, äóõîâåíñòâîì ³ ïðî÷àíàìè òà îçíàéîìèòèñü ç ð³ç-
íèìè àñïåêòàìè æèòòÿ ³ ì³ñ³éíîñòè ö³º¿ ÷åðíå÷î¿  ãîìàäè.

Î ïåðø³é ãîäèí³ Âëàäèêà Àðõèºïèñêîï î÷îëèâ
Àêàô³ñò äî Ñâÿòèõ Æîí Ìèðîíîñèöü, ïîäÿêóâàâ ãðîìàä³
³ ïðî÷àíàì çà ãîñòèíí³ñòü, òà ïîä³ëèâñÿ ñâî¿ìè ñïîãà-
äàìè ç éîãî â³äâ³äèí â³ðíèõ â Óêðà¿í³, ï³ñëÿ ðîçïàäó
Êîìóí³çìó. À òîä³ âè¿õàâ íà äàëüø³ àðõèïàñòèðñüê³
â³çèòàö³¿.

Ïðè â³äâ³äèíàõ Ìîíàñòèðÿ Æîí-Ìèðîíîñèòü
íàéá³ëüøå âðàæàº íàñ ïðîñòîòà êðàñè ö³º¿ “ïðèñòàí³
ìèðó”, ùî ïðèì³ñòèëàñÿ íà óçã³ð’¿ Àä³ðîíäàêñ.

Íåõàé æå Õðèñòîñ, ä³éñíèé Áîã íàø, âòå÷à
ßêîãî äî ª´èïòó ³ ïîáóò òàì â³äæèâëÿâ ïóñòåëþ
ì³ð³ÿäàìè ïîêëèêàíü äî ÷åðíå÷îãî æèòòÿ, çà ìîëèòâè
Éîãî Ïðåñâÿòî¿ Ìàòåð³ ³ ìîíàñòèðñüêèõ ñâÿòèõ, çáåðåæå
öþ ñâÿòó  ãðîìàäó Æîí Ìèðîíîñèöü, ï³äêð³ïèòü ¿¿ ì³ñ³þ
â íàø³é êðà¿í³ òà â³äæèâëÿº öþ çåìëþ Àìåðèêàíñüêó
àâòåíòè÷íèìè ÷åðíå÷èìè ãðîìàäàìè!

Ïîäîðîæ
äî ñâÿòîãî ì³ñöÿ

Óêðà¢íñüêèé

îñiííié ôåñòèâàëü
22 æîâòíÿ 2006 ðîêó

Ñàâò Áàâíä Áðóê,

Í. Äæ.
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Â íåä³ëþ 21 òðàâíÿ 2006 ð.Á. ï³ñëÿ
Ñâ. Ë³òóðã³¿, ó ïàðàô³ÿëüí³é çàë³ êàòåäðè
Ñâ. Ïîêðîâè, ó÷í³. ó÷èòåë³ òà Áàòüê³âñüêèé
êîì³òåò Øêîëè ðåë³ã³¿ é óêðà¿íîçíàâñòâà
³ì. Ëåñ³ Óêðà¿íêè, “Ñâÿòîì Áóêâàðÿ”
â³äçíà÷èëè çàê³í÷åííÿ øê³ëüíîãî íàâ÷à-
ëüíîãî ðîêó.

Äèðåêòîð øêîëè Â³ðà Ïåòðóøà
â³äêðèëà ñâÿòî. Êîëè ä³òè â óêðà¿íñüêèõ
ñòðîÿõ “âèøèêóâàëèñÿ” íà ñöåí³, â÷èòåëüêà
Ãàëèíà Ñåìåöü ïðî÷èòàëà â³ðø ïðî
áóêâàðÿ. Äîðå÷³ çãàäàòè, ùî ïàí³ Ãàëèíà
ïðèãîòóâàëà óâåñü òåêñò ñâÿòà, òåëåôî-
íóþ÷è â Óêðà¿ºíó, ùîá ç³áðàòè ìàòåð³ÿëè,
à ðåøòó òåêñòó ñâÿòà – íàïèñàëà ñàìà.
Ï³ñëÿ öüîãî ä³òè ïðîñï³âàëè ï³ñíþ ïðî
àáåòêó ï³ä àêîìàíåìåíò íà ôîðòåï³àíî
â÷èòåëüêè ñï³âó – Â³êòîð³¿ Âîëÿíþê, ÿêà
âïåâíåíî ïðîâàäèëà âñþ ìóçè÷íó ÷àñòèíó
ñâÿòà. Òðåáà çãàäààòè, ùî ï³ä ÷àñ Ñâ. Ë³òó-
ðã³¿ 14-ãî òðàâíÿ, ó÷í³ íàøî¿ øêîëè, ï³ä åíåðã³éíèì
êåð³âíèöòâîì ïàí³ Â³êòîð³¿, ïðîñï³âàëè ìîëèòâó “Îò÷å
íàø”, ùî áóëî äóæå çâîðóøëèâî.

ßê âèÿâèëîñü ç äàëüøî¿ ïðîãðàìè ñâÿòà, Àçáóêà
(Àáåòêà, Íàñòÿ Ñåìåöü) ïîñêàðæèëàñü, ùî âîíà
çàãóáèëà áóêâè ³ ïðîñèëà ä³òåé çíàéòè ¿õ ³ ïîâåðíóòè
¿õ Àçáóö³. ² òóò ñòàëî â ïðèãîä³ ñï³ëüíå çóñèëëÿ, áî ó÷í³,
ïåðåîäÿãíåí³ çà çâ³ðÿò àáî ðîñëèí, ñêàçàâøè êîðîòêîãî
â³ðøèêà, äàâàëè àçáóö³ áóêâè: ãðèáîê –”ã”, ¿æà÷îê-
“¿”, æàáêà – “æ”, ³ òàê àæ äî “ÿ”. Äåêëàìàö³¿ ïåðåïë³-
òàëèñÿ ç³ ñï³âîì ï³ñåíü, íó, ³ çâè÷àéíî, ìóñ³â áóòè øâèä-
êèé íàðîäíèé òàíåöü – ãîïàê, â ÿêîìó ä³â÷àòà âèêî-

Ç ÆÈÒÒß ÑÂßÒÎ-ÏÎÊÐÎÂÑÜÊÎ¯ ÃÐÎÌÀÄÈ Ó ÑÀÓÒÔ²ËÄ², Ì²×.

íóâàëè êðóæëÿííÿ é âèõèëÿñíèêè, à
õëîïö³ âòèíàëè ïðèñÿäêè ³ ³íø³ àêðîáà-
òè÷í³ êðîêè. Ãîïàê ³ ³íø³ òàíö³ íàâ÷èëà
ä³òåé Ìîòðÿ Ìàêàð-Ôåä³ðêî. ² áåç äâî-
áî¿â õëîïö³â ç øàáëÿìè íå îá³éøëîñÿ.
Àëå âñå çàê³í÷èëîñÿ äîáðå, áî ïîêè-
äàâøè øàáë³, õëîïö³ ï³øëè òàíöþâàòè ç
ä³â÷àòàìè.  Ì³æ äèòÿ÷èìè ï³ñíÿìè, ÿê³
ïðèñóòí³ ÷óëè âïåðøå, áóëà ³ ïîâ÷àëüíà:
“Êàçàëà ìåí³ ìàòè ðàíî âñòàâàòè…äî
êíèæå÷êè áåðèñÿ…ðîçóìó íàáèðàéñÿ… ³
òó Óêðà¿íó ëþáè äî çàãèíó!”

Ï³ñëÿ çàê³í÷åííÿ âèñòóï³â ä³òè
ïîäàðóâàëè óñ³ì ó÷èòåëÿì êâ³òè. Îï³ñëÿ
Â³ðà Ïåòðóøà ïîäÿêóâàëà âñ³ì ïðèñóòí³ì,
çàäçâîíèëà äçâ³íêîì, à ï³ñëÿ íå¿ öå
çðîáèâ êîæåí ó÷åíü íà ñöåí³, ³ öèì
çàê³í÷èâñÿ íàâ÷àëüíèé ð³ê, ÿ ïî÷àëîñÿ
ë³òî äëÿ ó÷í³â.

Âåäó÷îþ ñâÿòà áóëà â÷èòåëüêà
Áîãäàííà Ðîìàí÷èøèí. Ó÷àñòü áðàëè òàêîæ ó÷èòåë³ Â³ðà
Ïåòðóøà, Ìàð’ÿíà Ë³ñê³âñüêà, Ëåêñ³ Îëåêñ³ºíêî, á³áë³î-
òåêàð Ìàð³ÿ Íåâåíãëîâñüêà òà Àíäð³é Ñìèê (ïåðåîäÿã-
íåíèé çà Áóêâàðÿ). Äåêîðàö³¿ ³ òåêñòè (áóêâè) ï³äãîòóâàâ
íàø â³âòàðíèé ñòàðîñòà ³ ìàëÿð Þð³é Êðóñü.

Ï³ñëÿ çàê³í÷åííÿ ñâÿòà î. Ïàâëî ïðî÷èòàâ
ìîëèòâó ïåðåä ñïîæèâàííÿì ¿æ³, ³ ïðèñóòí³ ï³äêð³ïèëèñü
ãàðÿ÷èìè ³ õîëîäíèìè ñòðàâàìè, ÿê³ ñòàðàííî ï³äãîòóâàâ
Áàòüê³âñüêèé êîì³òåò.

Âåëèêà ïîäÿêà óñ³ì òèì, õòî áðàâ ó÷àñòü ó
ï³äãîòóâàíí³ ³ ïåðåâåäåíí³ öüîãî îðè´³íàëüíîãî øê³ëüîãî
“Ñâÿòà Áóêâàðÿ”.
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Ãàðíå ñâÿòî â³äáóëîñü ó íåä³ëþ 26
ëþòîãî â óêðà¿íñüê³é ïðàâîñëàâí³é öåðêâ³ ñâ.
Òðîéö³ â ²ðâ³í´òîí³, øò.Íþ Äæåðç³. Ïàðàô³ÿíè ³
äðóç³ â³äñâÿòêóâàëè 50-ë³òòÿ îòöÿ Âîëîäèìèðà
Ìóçè÷êè, ÿêèé íàðîäèâñÿ â ëþòîìó, ³ áóâ
âèñâÿ÷åíèé ó ñàí ñâÿùåíèêà â ëþòîìó 1982 ð.
Â ö³é ïàðàô³¿ î. Âîëîäèìèð º äóõîâíèì
íàñòîÿòåëåì óæå òðè ðîêè, çäîáóâøè ïîøàíó ³
ïðèÿçíü â³ðíèõ.

Ñâÿòî ïî÷àëîñÿ ç â³òàëüíî¿ ïðîìîâè
ãîëîâè ãðîìàäè ï. ²âàíà Ãàë³ÿ, òà â³ðøîâàíîãî
ïðèâ³òó àâòîðà öèõ ðÿäê³â, äå ñëîâà “Ó íåä³ëþ
ëþäåé á³ëüøå ìîãëî á ïðè¿æäæàòè, ÿêáè áóëî
á³ëÿ öåðêâè äå çàïàðêóâàòè” âèêëèêàëè ñõâàëüí³
îïëåñêè. Æ³íîöòâî, ç ïàí³ Ëþáîþ Ïðîñêóðíåþ
íà ÷îë³, âðó÷èëè þâ³ëÿòó ãàðí³ êâ³òè ³ íà çíàê äèðè´åíòà
Ðàôàåëÿ Âåíêå çàëÿ íàïîâíèëàñÿ äðóæí³ì “Ìíîãàÿ Ë³òà!”.
Ï³ñëÿ ìîëèòâè ïàí³ Ëþáà Ïðîñêóðíÿ çàïðîñèëà âñ³õ íà
ñìà÷íèé îá³ä, ³ ó çàë³ çàïàíóâàâ ñâÿòêîâèé íàñòð³é.

Íåñïîä³âàíêîþ áóâ îðè´³íàëüíèé äèâåðòèñìåíò,
îðãàí³çîâàíèé ïàíîì Àíàòîë³ºì Ïðîñêóðíåþ. Â³í ïî
ìèñòåöüêè çðîáèâ íà ê³ëüêà ô³ò³â äîâãó ïðîêëÿìàö³þ, â
ÿê³é ñòàðîñëîâ’ÿíñüêîþ ³ óêðà¿íñüêîþ ìîâàìè ïîâ³äîì-
ëÿëîñü íà âñ³ Øòàòè, ïðî ïðèñâîºííÿ îòöåâ³ Âîëîäèìèðó

Ð. Âàñèëåíêî ÂØÀÍÓÂÀÍÍß ÑÂßÙÅÍÈÊÀ

Ìóçè÷ö³ çâàííÿ Ïåðøîãî Óêðà¿íñüêîãî Àáîðè´åíà Àìå-
ðèêè, ç íàãîðîäîþ çîëîòîþ ìåäàëåþ. Áóòàôîðñüêà çîëîòà
ìåäàëÿ áóëà äîñêîíàëî âèêîíàíà ïàíîì Ïðîñêóðíåþ ³
íà äîâã³é ñòð³÷ö³ ïðèêðàñèëà ãðóäè þâ³ëÿòà. Îïëåñêàì
íà öåé äðóæí³é æàðò íå áóëî ê³íöÿ.

Ãàðíèé ïðèâ³ò ñêëàâ î. Ìèêîëà Ô³ëèê, íàñòîÿòåëü
öåðêâè Âñ³õ Ñâÿòèõ â Ìàíãàòòåí³, à ïðèñóòí³ çåìëÿêè ç
Òåðíîï³ëüùèíè çðîáèëè öå ñâÿòî îòöåâ³ Âîëîäèìèðó
Ìóçè÷ö³ ä³é³ñíî äîâãîïàì’ÿòíèì.

Activities 
at St.Michael’s and St.George’s Ukrainian School in Minneapolis, MN
 
      The second half of our  2005- 2006 school year  proved
to be a very busy one.   Many activities were accomplished
and enhanced the study of the Ukrainian language, culture
and history.
     January 8 , 2006, found many of  our students and
parents  Christmas caroling to some of our elderly parishio-
ners.   Along with the beautiful carols sung, the children
delivered baskets of fruit and cookies to each of the
homes visited. This was truly a wonderful experience and
they hope to continue this tradition for years to come. 
     On Saturdays during the months of February and March,
our students participated in pysanky workshops.  Children
as young as 3 tried their hand at learning this ancient

Ukrainian art form.  Along with decorating the eggs, the
children  received lessons on the symbols and meanings
of pysanky.
      On April 1st,  many of our students approached Holy
Confession for the first time.  They had been preparing for
this by attending weekly lessons given by Natalia Lysyj-
Rieland.  Our entire Ukrainian School attended and
celebrated this joyous occasion  with a morning  Liturgy
and a brunch followed sponsored by the Parents’ Com-
mittee.    

Christina Pedenko

Ukrainian Orthodox WordVol. LV²  Issue V²²-VIII, July-August, 2006



Life in our Parishes

Shaun and David Perry of
Wagontown, PA were tonsured
Readers on Sunday, May 21 at Holy
Ghost Church in Coatesville, PA. They
were tonsured by His Eminence,
Archbishop Antony.

The Reader is a minor order of the
clergy. The main role of a Reader is to
read the Old Testament and Apostolic
(Epistle) lessons during the Divine
Liturgy and other services, as well as
to chant the Psalms and the verses of
certain antiphons. The Reader gives
life to the word of God contained in
Holy Scripture. It is through the reader
chanting the scriptural text, that we
are provided the opportunity to
encounter the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Both Perry brothers are also altar
servers under the spiritual guidance of

Linda Gindin of Coatesville, PA was recognized and honored on
Sunday, May 21 for her 15 years of dedication and service as choir
director at the Holy Ghost Church in Coatesville.

She was recognized personally by His Eminence, Archbishop
Antony.

Because the Divine Liturgy is chanted rather than recited, the cantor
gives life to the Divine Liturgy. It is through chanting the scriptural text that
we are provided the opportunity to encounter our Savior Jesus Christ.

Gindin servers under the spiritual guidance of Fr. Anthony Ugolnik,
pastor of Holy Ghost. She resides in Coatesville with her husband, Jeff,
and son, Justin.

“Liturgy is ‘the work of the people’ and a choir director sustains the
dialogue between God and His people. Linda has been tireless in her duty
and she sustains that beauty so important to our Orthodox worship,” said
Fr. Anthony.

(L to R) David Perry, His Eminence
Archbishop Antony; and Shaun Perry.

Archbishop Antony Tonsures Two Brothers at
Holy Ghost Church in Coatsville, PA

Rev. Fr. Anthony Ugolnik, pastor of
Holy Ghost. The boys are the sons of
Darryl and Sharon Perry. Both
graduated Coatesville Area Senior
High School.

“David and Shaun Perry have
been pillars of our church. It is no
coincidence they are builders by
profession. Young as they are, they
are the kind of servers who lay the
foundation for a strong parish,” said Fr.
Anthony.

“We are so proud of David and
Shaun on this very special occasion.
May God continue to bless them
always,” said their parents.

Holy Ghost Ukrainian Orthodox
Church is located at 392 Charles
Street, Coatesville. Divine Liturgy is
held Sundays at 9 a.m. For more

Choir Leader Recognized, Honored by Archbishop

information, visit the parish website at
www.holyghostuoc.org.

Archbishop Antony, Linda Gindin
and Fr. Anthony Ugolnik.

Please be prompt with sending in your parish First Confession and gradu-

ate photos in order for them to meet our deadline and appear in the annual special

Fall feature.
Be sure to include the parish name, pastor, event date, and the printed

names of students with your photos. Also include the school name for graduates,
as well as the degree received for college students.

Submissions can be made by postal mail or computer email.

A Notice to All Parishes:
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Fr. George Hnatko, pastor of St. John the Baptist
Church in Dixonville, PA and Holy Ascension, Nanty Glo,
PA, offers prayers at the Memorial Day Community Service
in Indiana, PA.

Fr. George has been offering the invocation prayer for
peace and the benediction at the Indiana Memorial day
services for the past 35 years.

The year 2006 will see five
couples of St. Vladimir Cathedral in
Parma, OH participate in the Holy
Sacrament of Marriage. To assist in
preparing them for their special day,
the clergy and board of trustees
hosted them to an evening devoted to
discussion about their life together as
man and wife.

On Saturday, May 20 the
participants attended vespers and
were then treated to a candlelight
dinner prepared by the catering staff of
the cultural center.

During dessert, various individu-
als who belong to the parish were
invited to speak to the young couples
in preparation for their life together after
the wedding. The clergy spoke on the
Holy Sacrament of Marriage, the
Orthodox Tradition, and the impor-
tance of becoming active in the life of
the parish. Other presenters included
a financial planner who spoke on

money matters, a lawyer who
introduced the legal aspects of
marriage, a couple who were married
over 40 years spoke of their

Five Couples Prepare for Marriage in Parma

Participants of the marriage preparation dinner and program at St. Vladimir
Cathedral in Parma, OH.

relationship, and a young couple
married three years ago who told of
some of the adjustments that they had
to make.

Edward and Miriam Oakes along with their daughter,
Allison, and their pastor, Fr. George Hnatko and Deacon
Paisius McGrath following the blessing of a new church
sign.

The sign was purchased for St. John the Baptist
Church, Dixonville, PA, by the Oakes family.

Memorial Day Service New Sign in Dixonville, PA
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IÊÎÍÈ Ç ÀÒËÀÍÒÈ
Ç ÷àñó ñâîãî çàñíóâàííÿ, ì³ñ³é³íà ïàðàô³ÿ ñâ.àï.

Àíäð³ÿ â Àòëàíò³, øò. Äæîðäæ³ÿ çóñòð³ëàñÿ ç ô³íàíñîâèìè
ïðîáëåìàìè.  Öÿ ñèòóàö³ÿ çíàéîìà, ìàáóòü, óñ³ì ÷èòà÷àì
ç ìîëîäèõ ì³ñ³éíèõ öåðêîâ. Âñå ïîòð³áíî áóëî ïî÷èíàòè
ç íóëÿ: êóïèòè çåìëþ, áóäèíîê, ïîáóäóâàòè öåðêâó,
çáàãàòèòè ¿¿ ³êîíàìè. Îñîáëèâî ãîñòðî ïîñòàëî ïèòàííÿ
ðîçïèñó ó õðàì³.

Äÿêóþ÷è Áîãîâ³, òðóäàì ³ æåðòâåííîñò³ íàøèõ
ïàðàô³ÿí, ïîæåðòâàì ç ³íøèõ öåðêîâ, òåðïåëèâîñò³ íàñ-
òîÿòåëÿ î. Áîãäàíà (Ìàðóøàêà), çàðàç íàºìî ÷óäîâó ³
ôóíêö³îíóþ÷ó öåðêâó. ²í³ö³àòèâà òà çàö³êàâëåííÿ íîâîþ
òåõíîëîã³ºþ ³ ìèñòåöòâîì äîçâîëèëè îòöþ Áîãäàíó
ðîçðîáèòè ³ âò³ëèòè â æèòòÿ òåõí³êó âèãîòîâëåííÿ ³êîí
âåëèêîãî ôîðìàòó. Çàðàç ïîòðåáè íàøî¿ öåðêâè â ³êîíàõ
³ ðîçïèñ³ çàäîâ³ëüíåí³ âèñîêîÿê³ñíèìè ðåïðîäóêö³ÿìè
³êîí â³äîìèõ ³êîíîïèñö³â.

Ä-ð Îëåêñ³é Ïî÷àï³íñüêèé

Îòåöü Áîãäàí Ìàðóøàê ï³ñëÿ âñòàíîâëåííÿ ³êîíè
Õðèñòà Öàðÿ ó â³âòàð³ öåðêâè ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ â Àòëàíò³, Äæ.

Íàøà òåõíîëîã³ÿ âêëþ÷àº ïîºäíàííÿ ðîç-
äðóêó âèñîêîÿê³ñíèõ öèôðîâèõ ñâ³òëèí ³êîí äðåâí³õ
ìàéñòð³â ç ïîäàëüøîþ îáðîáêîþ ïðîôåñ³éíèõ
³êîíîïèñö³â, ÿê³ äîäàþòü æèâèé äîòèê ìèñòåöòâà
äî ðîçäðóêîâàíîãî çîáðàæåííÿ.

Ç íàìè ïðàöþþòü çíàí³ ³êîíîïèñö³ òàê³, ÿê

Ðîìàí Ìàðêîâè÷, ÿêîãî ñòóä³ÿ çíàõîäèòüñÿ ó Ñòåì-

ôîðä³, ÊÒ. ²êîíè Âîçíåñ³ííÿ ³ Õðèñòà Öàðÿ éîãî

ðîáîòè.

Â³í ðîçïèñóâàâ áàãàòî öåðêîâ â³çàíò³éñü-

êîãî îáðÿäó â Óêðà¿í³ òà â Àìåðèö³. ²êîíà Âîçíå-

ñ³ííÿ ³ Õðèñòà Öàðÿ, ÿê³ çíàõîäÿòüñÿ ó íàø³é öåðêâ³,

öå – öèôðîâ³ ðîçäðóêè ðîá³ò Ðîìàíà Ìàðêîâè÷à.

Ìè ïðàöþºìî òàêîæ ³ç ñòóä³ºþ Ìàðêà ³ Ëîðè Áðîò,

ÿê³ ³ëþñòðóâàëè áàãàòî äèòÿ÷èõ êíèæîê òà ³íøèõ

ïóáë³êàö³é, âèäàíèõ ó ÑØÀ.

Öèôðîâà äðóêàðíÿ âåëèêîãî ôîðìàòó ï³ä ÷àñ äðóêó
³êîíè Âîçíåñ³ííÿ ðîáîòè Ðîìàíà Ìàðêîâè÷à,

ùî çíàõîäèòüñÿ òåïåð óæå ó öåðêâ³ ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ
â Àòëàíò³, Äæ.

Ïîºäíàííÿ íàéíîâ³øî¿ òåõíîëîã³¿ öèôðîâîãî
äðóêó âåëèêîãî ôîðìàòó ³ç ñòàðîâèííèì ìèñòåöòâîì
ïèñàííÿ ³êîí, ðîáèòü ¿õ äîñòóïíèìè äëÿ îêðåìèõ îñ³á
÷è ì³ñ³éíèõ ïàðàô³é. Òåïåð âè ìîæåòå ïðèêðàñèòè ñâ³é
õðàì, ïðèöåðêîâíó çàëþ àáî êóëüòóðíèé îñåðåäîê. Ìè
ìàºìî âåëèêó ï³äá³ðêó âèñîêîÿê³ñíèõ çîáðàæåíü ³êîí,
òàêîæ ïðèéìàºìî çàìîâëåííÿ íà âèðîáíèöòâî ³êîí çà
íàäàíèìè âàìè çîáðàæåííÿìè.

Âåñü ïðèáóòîê ï³äå íà ñïëàòó ïîçèêè, îòðèìàíî¿
íà êóï³âëþ çåìë³ ï³ä ïîáóäîâó íàøî¿ öåðêâè.

Âàø² çàìîâëåííÿ äîïîìîæóòü íàì âèïëàòèòè
áîðã. Çàçäàëåã³äü äÿêóºìî çà âàøó ï³äòðèìêó.

Ïðî äåòàë³ ùîäî ðîçì³ð³â òà ìîæëèâîñò³
âèêîðèñòàííÿ ð³çíèõ ìàòåð³ÿë³â, ïðîñèìî çâåðòàòèñü äî
î. Áîãäàíà íà (678) 480-2911, åëåêòðîííà ïîøòà:

 fr bohdan@yahoo.com

Îòåöü Áîãäàí Ìàðóøàê ï³ñëÿ âñòàíîâëåííÿ ³êîíè

Âîçíåñ³ííÿ ó öåðêâ³ ñâ. Àíäð³ÿ.

Óêðà¿íñüêå Ïðàâîñëàâíå Ñëîâî24 Ðiê LVI  ×èñ. VII-VIII, ëèïåíü-ñåðïåíü, 2006



The Orthodox Christian Mission Center
(OCMC) is the arm of foreign missionary
outreach sponsored by SCOBA, of which our
Church is an active constituent, participating
member. For over the past year a Capital
Campaign has been successfully held, which
has raised and provided the monies to launch our
new missionary training and administrative
support center. At the time of the semiannual
Board Meeting, a momentous groundbreaking
was held at the site where the new construction
will soon begin. Within a calendar year, it is
hoped that the land will be cleared of virgin forest,
the facility built and be ready to open as our new
commodious headquarters.

Our Church’s delegates to the OCMC, Fr.
John Harvey and Dr. Gayle Woloschak, work
hard to represent the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
and its interests in this body, serving on the
Executive Committee and Health Care Commit-
tees, respectively. The groundbreaking on May 5, 2006
presided over by Bishop Dimitrios (Couchell) marks a great
advancement in the possibilities whereby our churches in
America can help the spread of Orthodoxy throughout the
world.

Besides providing needed space to recruit and
supervise the existing short- and long-term mission
programs, the new center will be able to provide necessary
training and debriefing facilities for our missionaries before
going and upon their return. As the scope of our work
evolves, with added working space, facilities for translating
liturgical and educational materials into native languages
are but a fraction of the new possibilities for mission
outreach envisioned.

OCMC has provided short-term mission programs
twice in Brazil and most recently in Paraguay. The
construction of our seminary in Curitiba, Brazil and
expanded catechetical and youth outreach in our own
Ukrainian South American Eparchy are results of OCMC
work. During the summer of 2007, a short-term catechetical
mission through OCMC led by Fr. Harvey will be active in
two areas of Argentina. OCMC has been good for our
Ukrainian Orthodox Church and this new construction
solidifies our stake in this agency.

To find out more about OCMC’s wonderful works in
various parts of the world as well as to view a complete photo
library of the groundbreaking events, please visit the OCMC
website at www.ocmc.org. This website can also lead you
to view all of the various programs and projects in which
OCMC is involved. YOU might even consider utilizing your
God-given talents on a short-or long term mission trip.

Groundbreaking Ceremony For New OCMC Head-
quarters in St. Augustine, Florida

Groundbreaking for an Orthodox Christian Mission Center Headquar-
ters was held in St. Augustine, FL, on May 5 and presided over by Bishop
Dimitrios. Fr. John Harvey and Dr. Gayle Woloschak serve diligently
throughout the year as our diocesan delegates to the OCMC.

On Sunday, April 30,
the Brotherhood of St.
Vladimir Cathedral in Parma,
OH, presented its annual
“Man of the Year” Award.

This year’s recipient
was Mr. Alex Huryn. A
dedicated member of the
Parma parish, Alex is a
member of the Board of
Trustees, Brotherhood, 60+
Club and a Brother at the
Ukrainian Liturgy.

He also attends the
weekly Wednesday morn-
ing Moleben service for the
sick and elderly.

On Thursdays and
Friday, he works with the
Pyrohy Group.

The award was pre-
sented to Mr. Huryn during
the parish’s Spilne
Sviachene dinner.

Mr. Alex Huryn, with the St.
Vladimir Brotherhood “Man
of the Year” Award.

“Man of the Year” Award
Presented in Parma
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Scranton, PA - Parishioners of St. Michael Church conclude their paschal celebration with the blessing of baskets by
their pastor, Fr. Nestor Kowal (left), after which the children of the parish (right) greet everyone with, “Christ is Risen!”

Paschal Activities at St. Michael Church

A Harvard University study projects that 111,000
young people under the age of 25 will have filed for
bankruptcy in 2004. Their credit-card debt more than
doubled in the 1990’s, and most of their financial aid comes
from loans rather than grants.

A fifth of 16 to 20-year-olds report having driven drunk,
though only 4% of them were ever caught. The American
Medical Association reports alarming increases in young
women drinking, partly because they like the new
“alchopops” like Smirnoff Ice, hard lemonades, and Fuzzy
Navels. Of young people who had had a drink in the last six
months, young women drank more of every type of drink
(beer, wine, liquor, alcopops), than young men.

Reed College in Oregon is the most secular college in
the country and Brigham Young University (where 98% of
the students are Mormons), the most religious, according
to a Princeton Review survey of college students. Wheaton
and Grove City colleges and Notre Dame and Samford
universities filled out the top five religious colleges, reported
by Religion News Service, while Reed was followed in
secularity by Bard, Eugene Lang, Hampshire, and Lewis &
Clark colleges. The limits of the survey were suggested by
Texas A&M outranking Calvin College in the religious
ranking. All the schools on the least religious list were
colleges, almost all of them private, but the religious list
included several public universities.

Teenagers’ perceptions that smoking, drinking, and
drug use are immoral, disapproved by their parents, or
unhealthy were far greater deterrents for the teens than was
their illegality, declared a report by Columbia University’s
National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse. The
tenth annual National Survey of American Attitudes on

Substance Abuse found that teenagers who did not think
smoking marijuana morally wrong were 19 times more
likely to use it than those who did; those who thought it not
very harmful were nine times more likely to use it than those
who thought it very harmful; and those whose parents would
not be upset if they smoked were six times more likely to
use it than those whose parents would be. About half the
teenagers said the action’s illegality did not matter to them.

Almost one-third of American middle and high school
students have to watch Channel One, a daily news program
played in schools which gives ten minutes of news and two
minutes of commercials, which tend to advertise junk food,
violent movies, and similar products. Among the other
techniques used to market products to children are
“tweening,” which means to market adolescent products
like sexually revealing clothing to pre-teenagers, and trans-
toying,” which means turning everyday objects into toys.
“The more consumer culture they [children] were involved
in, the more they had conflicts and fights with their parents,”
said Juliet Schor, a psychiatrist and author of Born to Buy:
The Commercialized Child and the New Consumer Culture.
“Those kids who are heavily involved in consumer culture
are depressed; they’re anxious; they don’t feel well” They
are depressed because “They’re more likely to have poor
self-esteem, which is not a surprise because a lot of the
messages consumer culture sends them are that you’re
nobody if you don’t have the right tennis shoes or you’re not
drinking the right soft-drink. Life isn’t fun unless you’re
eating candy. Your parents are nerds. Your teachers are
nerds. Life is a bore.”

Youth in America
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(Øàíîâí³ ÷èòà÷³! Êîíñèñòîð³ÿ ÓÏÖ â ÑØÀ âèñëîâëþº ñâîþ ùèðîñåðäå÷íó âäÿ÷í³ñòü
çà âàø³ Âåëèêîäí³ ïðèâ³òàííÿ òà ùåäð³ ïîæåðòâè, ùî áóäóòü âèêîðèñòàí³ äëÿ ÷èñëåííèõ
ïîòðåá íàøî¿ Ñâÿòî¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ.

EËÈÊÎÄÍI ÏÎÆÅÐÒÂÈ -

  PASCHA DONATIONS

B

Dear Readers, the Consistory of the UOC of USA expresses its most sincere gratitude for your Pascha Season greetings and generous
donations to our Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, which will be used to assist various ministries of our Church.)

$1,000 Fedir Bukacz, Philadelphia, PA, in memory of Bukacz family;
$500 Patricia & George Wyhinny, South Barrington, IL;
$310 William G Stack, Santa Barbara, CA;
$250 Olga S Coffey, Sterling, VA; John & Rose Dmytryk,

Coatesville, PA; Dareen & Michael Jogan, Clevaeland, OH;
Lytwyn&Lytwyn Funeral Home, Union, NJ; Anna & Olegue
Rosputko, Philadelphia, PA; Dr. Joseph T & Rosie Sembrot
MD, Allentown, PA; V Rev Wolodymyr Wronskyj,
Greenlawn, NY;

$200 James & Bernadette Brannick, Elmira, NY; Maria & Petro
Jewczyk, Antioch, IL; Irene Mamchur, Norwalk, CT; Eugene
& Nina Micevych, St. Paul, MN; Sylvia Onurrey, Phoenixville,
PA in memory of Wasylyna & MariaHamaniuk ;

$150 Szpiruk-Corrales Family, White Plains, NY; Joan Molnar,
Brooklyn, NY; Jonathan & Sonya Patronik, Wilmington, DE;

$106 Helen Mikuliak, Morrisville, PA;
$100 Ihor Ambroziak, Vancouver, WA; Olga & Basil  Balaban,

Worthington, OH; Maria Bilyk, Little River, SC; Michael &
Ksenia Boiwka, Sheffield Village, OH; Tamara Burda, Sun
City, AZ; Thomas & Irene Carman, Watertown, NY; John
& Louise Dames, Glencoe, IL; John Farkas, Zephyrhills, FL;
Rev Michael & Daria Hutnyan, Drifton, PA; Dr Peter &
Karen Konchak, Mt Laurel, NJ; Rev Ihor & Oksana
Krekhovetsky, Rochester, NY; Valentina Kuzmycz, Bayside,
NY; Larissa & John Kuzyk, Schaumburg, IL in memory of
Taras Pyl ; Alla & Jaroslaw Leshko, Northampton, MA; Dr
Neonila & Swiatoslaw Lychyk, River Forest, IL; Dr Anatol
& Daria Lysyj, Minneapolis, MN; Victor Melnychenko,
Newark, DE; Janice Meschisen, N Attleboro, MA; Valentina
Miroshchenko, Fallbrook, CA; Dr Leonidas & Oksana
Mostowycz, Ponte Vedra, FL; Joseph  Muszyka, Carteret,
NJ; Thomas F O’Prandy, Fords, NJ; Helen Pavlovsky,
Somerset, NJ; Leonid Petrenko, Sun City, AZ; Paul P
Polyniak, Catonsville, MD; Dcn Mikhail & Martha
Sawarynski, Northampton, PA; Valentina Schram, New
Hartford, NY; Halyna Wyhinny, Barrington, IL; V. Zelinsky,
Macungie, PA; Dennis Zymboly, Hot Springs Village, AR;

$75 Nina Turchyk, Berkeley Heights, NJ; Paul Turchyk, Berkeley
Heights, NJ;
$60 Nadiya & Mykola Mirchuk, Livingston, NJ; Anatoli, Pamela
& Maria Omelian, Syracuse, NY;
$55 Nick & Nina Czeczulin, Glen Burnie, MD; Nina Pellegrino,
Keansburg, NJ;
$50 Irene Alexandrow, Bridgewater, NJ; Rev George & Oksana
Bazylevsky, Whitestone, NY; Maria  Bobyr, Bronx, NY; Dr Witalij
Bohdaniw, Silver Spring, MD; Lewis H Branson, Jr., Coatesville, PA;
Alexandra & Paul Bystrycky & Scherbina, Somerset, NJ; Leonid Caryk,
Fredonia, NY; Maria Cooley, Silver Spring, MD; Lisa R Curry, Easton,
PA; George & Eugenia Czumak, Gambrills, MD; Roman & Patricia
Dejneka, Stockton, NJ; Pearl Dent, Danbury, CT; Margaret Deshko,
Los Angeles, CA; Anna Diamente, Somerset, NJ; Frances Diamente,
Somerset, NJ; Marilyn Druash, Monessen, PA; Brenda Euler,
Coatesville, PA; Bohdan & Elizabeth Fedusiw, Upland, CA; Dr Walter
& Irene Geret, W Hartford, CT; Ludmila Hajdar, New Paltz, NY;
Carol & William Haluszczak Jr, Hammondsport, NY; Ann Hankavich,

Independence, OH; Michael & Alla Heretz, Rutherford, NJ; V
Rev George & Lillian Hnatko, Indiana, PA; Valentino Holowsko,
North Wales, PA; Rev Joseph & Ann Hotrovich, New York, NY;
Pani Anna Hrynyshyn, Wilmongton, DE; Oksan & Nicholas
Hubenko, Freehold, NJ; Rev Volodymyr & Orysia Khanas,
Warners, NY; Hazel Klipnick, Monessen, PA; Olena Kobylynskyj,
Philadelphia, PA; Catherine Kochenash, Northampton, PA;
Mykola & Olena Liskiwsky, Addison, MI; Richard & Christine
Lutian, Cleveland, OH; Irene Lychodij, Fort Myers, FL; Oleg &
Eugenia Marinich, So Plainfield, NJ; John & Mary Martyniuk,
Perth Amboy, NJ; Juliane & Leon Mazurets, Piscataway, NJ;
Eugene & Helena Melnitchenko, Owings, MD; Richard & Patricia
Melnyk, Clearwater, FL; Dr John & Ludmilla Moore, Remsen,
NY; Eugene & Olga Moroz, Concord, MA; Richard & Ludmilla
Murphy, Bethesda, MD; Artemisia Nikorovich, North Port, FL;
Irene Pashesnik, Coatesville, PA; Luba Perchyshyn, Minneapolis,
MN; Irene Petrylak, Whitestone, NY; Nataliya & Hryhoriy Petrylo,
Pittsburgh, PA; John & Freda Petula, Beaver, PA; Lt Col Emil
Pindzola, Dover, DE; Hryhory & Clarissa Poletz, Sterling Heights,
MI; James & Irene Popchuk, Doylestown, PA; Charles &
Katherine Porter, Waxhaw, NC; Halyna Prodaniuk, Northridge,
CA; James & Mary Ramaley, Gettysburg, PA; A & J Rempter,
Union, NJ ; Walter & Nina Samijlenko, Brooklyn, OH; Franz &
Eugenia Samochval, Long Island City, NY; Deacon Nicholas
Shapowal, Lincoln, NE; Vera Shapowalenko, Philadelphia, PA;
Stephen & Wasyl Sisak, Willards, MD; Nina & George Siwolap,
Simi Valley, CA; Anastasia Sochynsky, New York, NY; Inna
Stratienko, Chattanooga, TN; Nadija Strychar, Yapsilanti, MI;
Michael & Elizabeth Swinchuck, Hicksville, NY; Wayne & Nancy
Tiedeman, Youngstown, OH; Elvira Trakimas, Philadelphia, PA;
Helen Wasilk, Butler, PA; Nina Winokurzew, Yonkers, NY;
Gregory & Ludmyla Yashnyk, Mount Vernon, OH; Margaret &
Ronald York, Franklin Park, NJ; Edward A Zetick Esq, Rockledge,
PA;
$45 Dr Nadia Woronczuk, S Bound Brook, NJ;
$40 Wallace & Mary Bochonko, Mc Henry, IL; Nicholas &
Hope Burka, Lyndora, PA ; Olga & Victor Dejneka, Skillman,
NJ; Nadia Neprel, Jamaica, NY;
$38 Jeffrey Temnick, Newark, OH;
$37 Walter & Josephine Machula, Anaheim, CA;
$35 Irene & Taras Czmola, West Seneca, NY; Mary Krupa,
Bronx, NY; Anna Kutz, Allentown, PA; Jaroslaw Lisowsky, Novi,
MI; Jenny Zankowsky, Wilmington, DE;
$30 Walter & Valentina Bachir, Crystal Lake, IL; Boris &
Olga Herasimchuk, Franklin Sq, NY; George & Olga Krywolap,
Baltimore, MD; Alexander Mintschenko, Somerville, NJ;
Wolodymyr & Vera Murha, Livonia, MI; Nadia Neprel, Jamaica,
NY; Anatoli Niepritzky, St Paul, MN; Dr Taras & Irene
Nowosiwsky, Devon, PA; Helen Rochman, Somerville, NJ; Ivan
& Eudokia Schapowal, Queens Village, NY; Irene Sherba,
Philadelphia, PA; Iwan  Wenher, Bridgewater, NJ;
$26 Charles & Anna Nush, Minersville, PA;
$25 Maria Andrusiak, Warren, MI; Dobrodijka Olha
Antochy, Minneapolis, MN; Louis & Betty Babyak, Henderson,
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NV; Ellen Barlit, N. Falmouth, MA; Stephan & Dorothy Belas,

Wethersfield, CT; Aristides & Eleonor Bello, Queens Village,

NY; Halyna & Wasyl Bezridny, Philadelphia, PA; Natalia Blashkiv,

Parma, OH; Anatoliy & Lydia Bogdaschewski, Elmwood Park,

IL; Olga & Dominick Bovo, Campbell, OH; Charles & Eloyse

Brindley, Malba, NY; Carol Burke, Coatesville, PA; William &

Catherine Dach, Alhambra, CA; Tamara & Walter Denysenko,

Rochester, NY; Alla & George Dickey, Middle Village, NY; Anatole

& Raisa Doroshenko, Northville, MI; Kateryna & Rostyslaw

Dowbenko, Gibsonia, PA; Martha Dowling, Mertztown, PA;

Joseph & Gloria Dunski, Whitehall, PA; Alex & Barbara Dyga,

Rochester, NY; Ludmila Dykij, Blairstown, NJ; Ina & Arian

Dzerovych, Amherst, NH; Vera Dziadyk, Lancaster, NY; Maria

& Fedir Dziamko, Butler, NJ; Stanley & Olga Einhorn, Newark,

DE; Anne Endyke, Somerset, NJ; Mary Fartuch, Allentown, PA;

Peter & Violet Galazan, New Britain, CT; Alan & Nancy Grabie,

So Plainfield, NJ; Thomas & Alla Grzymski, Elwood, IL; Fedir &

Anna Hakalo, Norristown, PA; John & Halina Haliy, Livingston,

NJ; Paul & Marlene Haluszczak, Carnegie, PA; Katherina

Hawrylow, Bayonne, NJ; Arkady Honchariv, Somerset, NJ;

Theodor & Alexandra Hryhoriak, Chicago, IL; Anna Hula, Richfield

Springs, NY; Maria Kajko, Dedham, MA; Andrew & Josephine

Kapelus, Wilmington, DE; Antoinette Kennedy, Mars, PA; Dr

Nadia Kmeta, Yonkers, NY; Anastasia & Theodor Koreckij,

Festus, MO; Serge Kosachuk, Vineland, NJ; Charles & Anna

Kosik, Allentown, PA; Alexander & Lidia Krywenko, Sun City,

AZ; V Rev Michael Kudanovych, Minneapolis, MN; Edward &

Jenny Kulyk, Fort Myers, FL; Jeremiah Lasky, Troy, NY; Larysa

Laszczuk, W. Seneca, NY; Anatol & Anna Lutarewych, Fort

Myers, FL; Edward & Ludmila Machonkin, Hilton, NY; Jean K

Malatesta, Port Richio, FL; Mychajlo & Olga Martynenko,

Trenton, NJ; Walter & Julia Mayewsky, Ormond Beach, FL; Rev

Volodymyr Melnyk, Northville, MI; Dr John & Mary Ann

Michalcewitz, Wilmington, DE; Helen Michalcewiz, Wilmington,

DE; Michael & Sharon Midzie, New Castle, PA; Walter & Janice

Milinichik, Whitehall, PA; Iwan & Maria Mnischenko, Union, NJ;

Pearl Nucifora, Milford, CT; Dmytro Olijnyk, Monroe, NJ; Steve

& Ann Ostaffy, Arnold, PA; Sonia Otto, Macungie, PA; Elizabeth

Overko, Bonita Springs, FL; Rev Gerald & Maryann Ozlanski,

Wilmington, DE; William & Ann Panchuk, Little Canada, MN;

Adrianne M Papcum, Lakewood, OH; Kyrylo Pasichnyk,

Philadelpha, PA; Mary Pasicznyk, Parma, OH; William J Pastuszek,

Swarthmore, PA; Katie Peck, Coatesville, PA; Rev Michael &

Stella Petlak, Clearwater, FL; Igor & Dorothy Petrenko,

Sprinbfield, VA; Halyna & Teodozij Pryshlak, West Seneca, NY;

Helen Pukach, Seven Hills, OH; Sofia Pywowariw, Flushing, NY;

Emma Rabtchyniuk, Long Island City, NY; Michael Radziul,

Bohemia, NY; Stephan & Barbara Rewa, New Berlin, WI; Mykola

& Halyna Romaniw, No Bergen, NJ; Alina & Victor Rudiy, Parma,

OH; William & Pamela Scannell, Vestal, NY; Alexandra Selepyna,

Somerset, NJ; Leonid & Tamara Serhijiw, Orange, CT; Glenn H

Shepherd, Wilmington, DE; Helen Siwiec, Levittown, PA; Anthony

Skrypocski, Carteret, NJ; Joan Sowinsky, Wilmington, DE; Maria

Spirala, Trenton, NJ; Nellie Stanyslaviv, Minneapolis, MN;

Katherine Steidinger, Northampton, PA; Halyna Stepanenko,

San Jose, CA; Wolodymyr & Cynthia Stepanenko, Rockaway,

NJ; Pasha Titorenko, Somerset, NJ; George & Valeria Turchyk,

Rocky River, OH; Olga Wasson, Reseda, CA; Florence N Welsh,

Oklahoma City, OK; Alex Wolkowec, Palatine, IL; William &

Irene Yarosh, Livingston, NJ; Jane K Yavarow, Plainville, MA;

Michael & Katherine Zlidenny, Cerritos, CA; Lt Col Jack Zorka,

San Antonio, TX;

$22 William Gawor, Rahway, NJ;

$20 Andre Airich, Patchogue, NY; George & Olga Barnaj,

Slilver Spring, MD; Michael & Ann Beley, Naples, FL; Joseph &

Lydia Carpiac, Sun Valley, CA; Tamara Chebiniak, Johnson City,

NY; Nina Cherniak, Bethesda, MD; Maria Chichik, Clifton, NJ;

Wira Chilko, Somerset, NJ; Anna Chomiuk, Howell, NJ; Dorothy

Curry, Coatesville, PA; Catherine Deckus, Carteret, NJ; Alexander

Fedij, Addison, IL; Maria Filipenko, Philadelphia, PA; Mike &

Elena Fredrikson, Minneapolis, MN; Valentina Gluch, Middle

Village, NY; Anna Golondzowski, Somerville, MA; Stefan Golub,

Minneapolis, MN; Kateryna Gotman, Herkimer, NY; George &

Mary Gula, Scranton, PA; Pantaley Halat, Seven Hills, OH; John

Halunka, Irvine, CA; Wiktor Harkuscha, Canton, MI; Alexander

& Pauline Heretz, Utica, NY; Dr Walter Hodynsky, Columbia

Heights, MN; Maria Hrynchuk, Villa Park, IL; Sophie Huzar,

Colonia, NJ; Irene Ilczuk, La Grange Park, IL; Danylo Jacenko,

Woodhaven, NY; Anatoly & Olena Kachan, Amsterdam, NY;

Mary Kereb, Northampton, PA; Ann R Kietzman, Harve de Grace,

MD; Valentyn & Nadija Kowalsky, Sterling Hts, MI; Maria &

Wasyl Krasnobryzyj, S Bound Brook, NJ; Vera Kropiwny,

Bloomingdale, Il; Pevonia Kruczko, Easton, PA; Walter & Jessie

Kuchinos, Wescosville, PA; Natalia Kulischenko, Hackettstown,

NJ; Daniel & Helen Kuryea, Brookhaven, PA; Tania Kuzmyn,

Poughkeepsie, NY; Arkadij & Maria Lachiw, Park Ridge, IL;

Donald & Patricia Larrick, Ambridge, PA; Anna & Wasyl

Laszeniuk, Somerset, NJ; Thomas & Joan Leslie, Coatesville,

PA; Sophie Loish, Carnegie, PA; Walentyn & Olga Lojan,

Chester, PA; Wsewolod & Marcia Luckewicz, Livingston, NJ;

Stefan & Halyna Maksymjuk, Silver Spring, MD; Wsylyna Mardak,

Ormond Beach, FL; Elizabeth & John Mitchell, Carnegie, PA;

Konstantin Morhun, West St Paul, MN; Mikolaj Newmierzyckyj,

Somerset, NJ; Tamara & Boris Niepritzky, St Paul, MN; Paul

Olenic, Butler, PA; Mary & Brian Ost, Laurys Sta, PA; Ihor &

Bridget Pacholuk, Burlingame, CA; Alexander & Neonila

Paczkowski, Saint Paul, MN; Michael Panaski, Coatesville, PA;

Anatolij & Debbie Prokopenko, Rochester, NY; Wasyl &

Valentina Prylepa, Utica, NY; Elena Robbins, Menlo Park, CA;

Luba Rude, Cleveland, OH; Teddy Ruzchak, Jr., Greenville, DE;

Anastazja Sadujew, Whitehouse Sta, NJ; John Sawuk, South

River, NJ; Lesia & Wasyl Schownir, Huntington, IN; Myron Shlatz,

Endwell, NY; Katherine Shylo, Springfield, MA; Viera Skorochod,

Freehold, NJ; Eugene & Raisa Slasten, Belmont, CA; Rev Mykola

Slokotowych, Cheektowaga, NY; Pauline Solocha, Somerset,

NJ; Martha Syntscha, S. Plainfield, NJ; Julie Talachadze,

Williamstown, NJ; Peter & Donna Teper, N Smithfield, RI; Nadine

Tor, Huntington Beach, CA; Halyna & Oleh Voloshyn,

Catonsville, MD; Valentin & Hania Zabijaka, Silver Spring, MD;

Maria & Serhij Zachoda, Berkeley Hts, NJ; Joseph & Catherine

Zador, Philadelphia, PA; Gene & Carole Zarayko, Northampton,

PA; E Zayatz, New York, NY; Rev Mychajlo & Tatiana

Zemlachenko, Neshanic Station, NJ; Richard & Yvonne Zubyk,

Stuart Draft, VA;

$15 Anita Anderson, Manville, NJ; Veronica Bruno,

Coatesville, PA; Michael Dobda, Coraopolis, PA; Mary Guzylak,

Dearborn, MI; Raisa Ivakhiv, Colonia, NJ; Raissa Jewtushenko,

Lithia, FL; George J Kacsur, Allentown, PA; Nadia Klos, Melrose
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Park, PA; Petro & Lydia Kytasty, Livonia, MI; Hazel Maykovich,

Monessen, PA; Angela M Merriken, Baltimore, MD; Evelyn M

Mohanco, Olyphant, PA; Ludmyla Pochtar, Scotch Plaines, NJ;

Antonina Shyjka, Parma, OH; Iwan & Maria Siryk, Chicago, IL;

Evangelina Zacharcenko, Philadelphia, PA;

$11 Michael & Zina Bodnar, West Chicago, IL;

$10 Arthur A Abig, Millburn, NJ; Sophie Alessi, Medfield,

MA; Irene & Nicholas Alexander, Bethlehem, PA; Maria Alquist,

Aurora, CO; Stella Antolick, Catasauqua, PA; Uliana Antonenko,

Philadelphia, PA; Marjorie D Baker, St. Augustine, FL; Katherine

Battisti, Girard, CA; Stella Bauer, Saddle Brook, NJ; Peter &

Margaret Bokurak, Westland, MI; Mildred Buskey, Stratford,

CT; Frank & Julianna Cholowski, Largo, FL; Natalia Czarnecka,

Glen Gardner, NJ; Helen De Libero, Stratford, CT; Nick Dobroski,

Coraopolis, PA; Alexandra Donetz, Lambertville, NJ; Maria &

Charles Dovbish, Massillon, OH; Charles & Jane Ellsworth,

Johnson City, NY; Victor & Galina Faszczuk, Pell Lake, WI; Charles

& Mary Forosisky, Johnstown, PA; Alexander Grischinsky,

Rochester, NY; Olga & Michael Hanza, Morton Grove, IL; Peter

& Maria Heretz, Utica, NY; Tatiana Hrycenko, West Roxbury,

MA; Peter & Irene Hubiak, Dickson City, PA; Ivan & Tatiana

Ilievsky, Woodbury, MN; Anna Jaremenko, Cleveland, OH; Olga

& Leonid Jarmulowicz, Minneapolis, MN; Dmytro & Anna

Kakasenko, Jersey City, NJ; Marge Kaleniak, Brookpark, OH;

Frank T Kanazawich, Oneonta, NY; John & Paulina Klym, Jr.,

Johnson City, NY; John & Tina Kochanowsky, River Vale, NJ;

Mary J Konchak, Philadelphia, PA; Wira Krasnobryzyj, S Bound

Brook, NJ; Mary Kresicki, Ambridge, PA in memory of Stanley

Kresicki ; Maria Lawrynenko, New York, NY; Yuri Lewycky,

Philadelphia, PA; Joan Luchanin, Minersville, PA; Helen

Luczkowycz, Syracuse, NY; Mary Luppo, Morton Grove, IL;

Helena Makuchal, Pocomoke City, MD; Luba & Peter Maleshyk,

Mt Prospect, IL; Anastasia Malish, Lake Hiawatha, NJ; Martin &

Jennie Mayton, Mohawk, NY; Rose Medwid, Marcus Hook, PA;

Stella Melenchick, Llewellyn, PA; Maria Melnyk, Baltimore, MD;

William Mihovan, Plymouth, MA; Tania Motel, New Hartford,

NY; Dimitri M Muszasty, Coopersburg, PA; Nagia Nartowicz,

Carteret, NJ; Alexandra Olijnyk, Croton On Hudson, NY; George

Pearce, Sarasota, FL; Adrienne Pershyn, Beechhurst, NY; Helen

Proch, Monessen, PA; Gregory & Ewdokia Repa, Carnegie, PA;

Natalie  Revenko, Goshen, IN; Vera & Ivan Rizwaniuk, Utica,

NY; Petro & Nina Rudy, Parma, OH; Theresa & Emil Scholar,

Roslindale, MA; Antin & Maria Semeniuk, Minneapolis, MN;

John & Maria Shayda, St Paul, MN; Mila & Ostap Skulskyj,

Philadelphia, PA; Stephanie Smaligo, Beverly Hills, FL; Harold W

Speck, Wethersfield, CT; Anna Stanchak, Clifton, NJ; Vera

Trutovsky, Glen Ellyn, IL; Olga Welykoridko, Trenton, NJ;

Myroslawa Wenke, Union, NJ; Valentin Winnyk, Carteret, NJ;

Volodymyr Yakymiv, Brooklyn, NY; Valentyna Yermolenko,

Minneapolis, MN; Olga Yurechko, Laurys Station, PA; Alex &

Elizabeth Zalenchak, Carnegie, PA; John Zorka, Bridgeport, CT;

Raymond Buckno, Whitehall, PA; Victor Butkevetsch, N

Haledon, NJ; Mildred Dackow, East Meadow, NY; Edward

Doody, Troy, NY; Mary Fell, Levittown, PA; Agnes Greshauk,

McKees Rocks, PA; Anita Holcroft, Claymont, DE; George

Kolisnyk, Minneapolis, MN; Helen Kurylo, Mechanicsburg, PA;

Michael Misturak, Millsboro, DE; Michael & Anna Muzyka,

Seaside Heights, NJ; Eugenia Nalywajko, Trenton, NJ; Sophia

Sadowsky, Strongsville, OH; Sandra Samangy, Baden, PA; Joyce

Shaw, Strongstown, PA; Hryhorij Teslenko, Lawrenceville, NJ;

Thomas B Wasylosky, Lower Burrell, PA; Anonymous,

Íàì ïèøóòü...

Ê³ëüêà

ñë³â ïðî

ïðîïîâ³äü,

ïîì³ùåíó

ó

âåëèêîä-

íüîìó

÷èñë³.

Çâîðóøåíèé áóâ ïîáà÷èòè â îñòàííüîìó ÷èñë³
“ÓÏÑëîâà” îäíó ç âåëèêîäí³õ ïðîïîâ³äåé ìîãî ïîê³éíîãî
ä³äà – ïðîòîïðåñâ³òåðà Ìèõàéëà Ã³ëüòàé÷óêà.  Îäíàê,
îñê³ëüêè ïðîïîâ³äü íå äàòîâàíà, ó äåêîãî ìîãëè
âèêëèêàòè çäèâóâàííÿ ¿¿ îñòàíí³ ðÿäêè, äå çãàäàíî ïðî
òèõ, ùî- “òåðïëÿòü ãîëîä ³ õîëîä Âîðêóò ³ Êîëèì”. Òîìó
äîçâîëþ ñîá³ äàòè ¿é òðîõè ³ñòîðè÷íîãî êîíòåêñòó.

Âîðêóòè ³ Êîëèìè, î÷åâèäíî, ñüîãîäí³ âæå íå³ñ-
íóþ÷³ êîíöòàáîðè êîëèøíüîãî ðàäÿíñüêîãî ¥ÓËÀ¥Ó. ²
òîìó ïðîïîâ³äü, çâ³ñíî, áóëà íàïèñàíà ùå äî ïðîãîëî-
øåííÿ íåçàëåæíîñò³ Óêðà¿íè. Òî÷í³øå, ó 60-èõ àáî íà
ïî÷àòêó 70-èõ, îñê³ëüêè ì³é ä³ä ï³äïèñàíèé ï³ä íåþ, ÿê
ïðîòî³ºðåé, à ó ñåðåäèí³ 70-èõ â³í óæå áóâ ï³äíåñåíèé
ó ñàí ïðîòîïðåñâ³òåðà. Íåçàëåæíî¿ Óêðà¿íè, ÿêà áóëà
ìð³ºþ éîãî æèòòÿ òà ëåéòìîòèâîì áàãàòüîõ éîãî ïðîïî-
â³äåé òà â³ðø³â (ÿê³ â³í çàëþáêè ïèñàâ ó êîæíó â³ëüíó
õâèëèíó), ì³é ä³ä òàêè íå äî÷åêàâñÿ. Ãîñïîäü ïîêëèêàâ
éîãî äî Ñåáå 17 æîâòíÿ 1989 ðîêó, ê³ëüêà òèæí³â ïåðåä
éîãî 89-ë³òòÿì äî ÿêîãî ìè òîä³ ãîòóâàëèñÿ.

Ùå ê³ëüêà ñë³â ïðî ä³äà, ÿê³, ìîæëèâî, äåêîìó
áóäóòü ö³êàâ³.  Íàðîäèâñÿ â³í 11 ëèñòîïàäà 1900 ðîêó, â
ñåë³ Êàì³ííå, Íàäâ³ðíÿíñüêîãî ðàéîíó, ñüîãîäí³ ²âàíî-
Ôðàíê³âñüêî¿ îáëàñò³. Õðåùåíèé áóâ ãðåêî-êàòîëèêîì.
Ó 20-èõ ðîêàõ âè¿õàâ äî Í³ìå÷÷èíè íà áîãîñëîâñüê³
ñòóä³¿ â îäí³é ëþòåðàíñüê³é ñåì³íàð³¿. Ï³ñëÿ çàê³í÷åííÿ
íàâ÷àííÿ ïîâåðíóâñÿ ó ð³äíå ñåëî, äå çàñíóâàâ ³ áóâ
ïàñòèðåì îäí³º¿ ç ïåðøèõ â Óêðà¿í³ ãðîìàä Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
ªâàíãåëüñüêî¿ Öåðêâè (ñüîãîäí³øíüî¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ëþòå-
ðàíñüêî¿ Öåðêâè). Â ðîêè Äðóãî¿ ñâ³òîâî¿ â³éíè ä³ä çíîâó
ïîòðàïèâ ó Í³ìå÷÷èíó, öèì ðàçîì óæå ç ðîäèíîþ. Òàì
ïî÷àâ äðóæèòè ç óêðà¿íñüêèìè ïðàâîñëàâíèìè ñâÿùå-
íèêàìè. Êîðîòêî ï³ñëÿ çàê³í÷åííÿ â³éíè ñàì ïðèéíÿâ
ïðàâîñëàâíó â³ðó ³ áóâ ðóêîïîëîæåíèé â ³ºðå¿. Îáñëóãî-
âóâàâ ïàðàô³¿ ó Íîâîìó Óëüì³ òà Àâ´ñáóðç³ ³ äî¿æäæàâ
äî áàãàòüîõ ³íøèõ, âêëþ÷íî ç ãðîìàäîþ ó òîä³øíüîìó
Çàõ³äíîìó Áåðë³í³. Ïîìåð ³ ïîõîâàíèé ó Íîâîìó Óëüì³,
äå ðàçîì ç íèì ñïî÷èâàþòü éîãî äðóæèíà ïàí³ìàòêà
Àííà (1894-1964) òà ¿õí³é ñèí ³ ì³é áàòüêî Ëþáîìèð
(1931-1999). Â ¿õíþ ïàì’ÿòü ñêëàäàºìî 100 äîëàð³â íà
ï³äòðèìóâàí³ ÓÏÖåðêâîþ â ÑØÀ ñèðîòèíö³ â Óêðà¿í³.

Þð³é Ã³ëüòàé÷óê ç äðóæèíîþ Ëèíí òà ä³òüìè Òîìîþ ³ Àííîþ.
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Please remember in your prayers...

   Ïðîñèìî çãàäàòè ó Âàøèõ ìîëèòâàõ...

Âi÷íà ïàì’ÿòü!

Memory Eternal!

JULY-ËÈÏÅÍÜ

               AUGUST -ÑÅÐÏÅÍÜ

  5th 1952 - REV. PHILIP HALICKE

  7th 1967 - REV. LAWRENTIJ SKLONNYJ

  6th 1973 - PROTOPRIEST ILYA NAHIRNIAK

25th 1978 - PROTOPRIEST JACOB KOSTACKY

28th 1978 - PROTOPRIEST JOSEPH KRETA

17th 1979 - PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA LITWAKIVSKYJ

16th 1980- V. REV. PETER KOWALCHYK

18th 1984- IHUMEN GREGORY REYNOLDS

30th 1985 - PROTOPRIEST DMYTRO LESCHYSHYN

  5th 1988 - REV. LEW PORENDOWSKY

23rd 1989- REV. FEDIR LEONTOVICH

 2nd 1994 - PROTOPRESBYTER ARTEMY SELEPYNA

 2nd 1995 - REV. EUGENE BOHUSLAWSKY

17th 1995- V. REV. DMYTRO TELENSON

10th 1996 - V. REV. KONSTANTINE KALINOWSKY

           22nd 2003- V. REV. WIACHESLAW ILCHUK

  7th 1959- V. REV. PETRO BILON

24th 1963 - PROTOPRESBYTER VOLODYMYR BUKATA

26th 1965 - PROTOPRIEST OLEXANDER JEWTUSHENKO

  3rd 1968 - REV. PETRO WYSZNEWSKYJ

25th 1968 - PROTOPRIEST NICHOLAS CHARISHCHAK

  5th 1973 - PROTOPRIEST PETER STELMACH

  5th 1974 - PROTOPRIEST HRYHORIJ CHOMYCKYJ

25th 1975 - PROTOPRIEST SEMEN IWASZCZENKO

   1st 1976- REV. JOHN STEPHEN PETRAKANYN

  4th 1979 - HIEROMANK JUVENALIJ POPIW

 21st 1979 - PROTOPRIEST PETER MELECH

13th 1980 - REV. DEACON MYKOLA CHALY

27th 1980 - REV. MYKOLA WARENYK

                     1981- PROTOPRIEST WASYL UMANEC

           22nd 1985-         REV. NICHOLAS MALUZYNSKY

  3rd 1986- REV. JOSEPH SIMKO

 28th 1991 - REV. MYCHAJLO MYCHAJLUK

 

HELP US

UPDATE OUR

MAILING LIST!
Help us avoid waste and extra expense...

Our database of addresses keeps growing. We

need your help to reduce redundant mailings and to reach

even more Ukrainian Orthodox faithful than before.

Please take a moment, and let us know what

addresses we need to remove from our list and which ones

we should add.
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The founding fathers of the Ukrainian Community
of the Lehigh Valley migrated from Western Ukraine about
1890 and initially settled in the Northampton, PA area,
where the first Ukrainian Church was built in 1899. The
first Allentown area Ukrainian immigrants settled in the
First and Sixth Wards beginning about 1903. The original St.
Mary Ukrainian congregation consisted of 90 members and
held its first service of Divine Liturgy in the Eastern Rite in the
parochial School on Fourth Street in 1908, with Rev. Fr.
Dorozynsky as its first priest.

The lot at the corner of Fullerton and Catasauqua
Avenues was purchased on January 28, 1911, by a group of our
parishioners with Rev. Fr. Nestor Dmytriw as its spiritual leader.
On July 8, 1912, the Episcopal Church of the Mediator, located
on the site that was to become our Parish Center, at the
northeast corner of Front and Furnace Streets was used as a
temporary church.

The Eastern Rite Greek Catholic orientation gave way
to unification of church spirit and identity as St. Mary Ukrainian
Orthodox Church in 1929. In 1934, St. Mary came under juris-
diction of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of America, and
Very Rev. Dr. Joseph Zuk was consecrated as its Bishop that
year, only to die the same year. The Church was without a
bishop until 1938, when Bohdan Shpilka was consecrated and
served until his death in 1965. The Ukrainian diocese was under
the spiritual jurisdiction of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
New York, headed by Archbishop Iakovos from 1965 to 1967.
On January 28, 1967 Bishop Andrei Kuschak was consecrated
as the ruling Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
America, and held this position until his death on November 17,
1986. Archbishop Vsevolod was consecrated on September 27,
1987 at the Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New
York City and served as our Bishop until 10 November 1996,
when the two Ukrainian Orthodox dioceses - the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA and the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church in America - merged and St. Mary became a member
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA.

On July 18, 1990, an event of unique historical signifi-
cance took place at St. Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
Allentown, PA. His All-Holiness, Dimitros I, Archbishop of
Constantinople and New Rome, Ecumenical Patriarch gave grace
to our parish with a visit on the occasion of our Eightieth
Anniversary. To appreciate the magnitude of this event, one
must note that it is the only visit to the Ukrainian community of
nearly two million Orthodox faithful in North America at that
time. This was his first visit to the United States.

The reunification and rekindling of spirit under
Orthodoxy has led to spiritual renewal of our parish com-
munity. As society diversified and the community spread
out great distances from the church, parishioners’ inter-
ests and dedication waned. A reestablishment of the spirit
of unity and growth will be goal of today’s parishioners
and their children as they seek to maintain and to be-
come enlightened in their Orthodox faith and their Ukrai-
nian heritage.

F O C U S

P a r i s h

St. Mary Cathedral
Allentown, PA
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HAVE YOU MADE YOUR
UOW PRESS FUND

CONTRIBUTION?

×È ÂÈ ÂÆÅ ÇËÎÆÈËÈ ÑÂÎÞ
ÏÎÆÅÐÒÂÓ ÍÀ ÏÐÅÑÎÂÈÉ

ÔÎÍÄ ÓÏÑËÎÂÀ?

Yes, I would like to make a contribution to the UOW Press Fund...
Òàê, ÿ á õîò³â/ëà çðîáèòè ïîæåðòâó íà Ïðåñîâèé Ôîíä...

 ²ì’ÿ/Name
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Äÿêóºìî çà Âàøó ï³äòðèìêó!

Thank You
for Your Continuing Support!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Get involved in the life of your Church!

The successs of all Church sponsored events depends upon your participation!

  We would be happy to include upcoming events of
Eparchies, Deaneries, Parishes and Church

organizations in our Calendar of Events.

Please send information
to the attention of the Editor-in-Chief!

Jr/Sr Ukrainian Orthodox League Conventions
26-30 July, 2006

Hosted by Holy Ghost Parish Chapters
Coatesville, PA

2006 College Student Mission Trip to Ukraine
4-20 August, 2006

Sponsored by Consistory Offices of Youth and Young
Adult Ministry and Mission and Christian Charity

St. John’s 79th Annual Ukrainian Day Festival
22-23 July, 2006

St. John Ukrainian Orthodox Church
Johnson City, NY

2006 High School Mission Trip
to Charlottesville, VA

6-13 August, 2006
Consistory Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry

Dear readers of the “Ukrainian Orthodox
Word”: the Consistory Office of Public Relations of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, headed
by Priest-monk Daniel (Zelinsky), has recently begun
to distribute its News Releases via Internet/e-mail.

If you wish to subscribe to our mailing list,
send us an e-mail request (please, include your full
name) to ConsistoryOPR@aol.com

 

Parish 80th Anniversary
9 September, 2006

St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox Church
Philadelphia, PA

Parish 100th Anniversary
15-17 September, 2006

St. Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church
McKees Rocks, PA

Mommy/Daddy and Me Camp
July 31- 4 August, 2006

All Saints Camp- Ages 4-8 + Parent(s)

UUOS Ukrainian Fall Festival
22 October, 2006

Ukrainian Cultural Center
South Bound Brook, NJ


